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The earliest written reference to lead mining in Weardale occurs in a 
Charter made by King Stephen to his nephew, Bishop Hugh Pudsey in 
1154. The records also show that Bishop Pudsey gave a lead mine to the 
Hospital of St. Giles at Durham for the purpose of supplying roofing to 
the hospital and the church of St. Mary and All Saints. The history of 
mining in Durham up to the period which is of interest to this article is 
available in a number of well written texts,'! so that period will not be 
covered here. 


In an Act of Parliament 19 Charles 2™ Cap 15, the more recent history of 
the Weardale mines is recorded. In this Act it was stated Humphrey 
Wharton Esquire had received from Bishop John Cosin of Durham the 
Office of Moorman (Moormaster) for the lead mines in the parishes of 
Stanhope and Wolsingham, for a ‘period of three lives” (Humphrey 
Wharton, Humphrey Wharton the younger and Robert Wharton). For this 
he was to pay an annual rent of £150, and one 9" of the lead ore raised. 
The Act also stated that the Rector of Stanhope (Isaac Basere) and the 
Rector of Wolsingham and their successors should receive one 10" of the 
lead ore raised. 


Humphrey Wharton sold his interest in the Weardale mines to William 
Blackett in 1696,’ the lease being give by the Bishop of Durham John 
Cosin. On the 4" of February and 6" June 1835 two Royal Commissions 
were set up. They were “to consider the state of the several dioceses in 
England and Wales, with reference to the amount of their revenues, and 
the more equal distribution of their Episcopal duties...”? In consequence 
of these reports an Act of Parliament 6 & 7 William Cap 77, 13 August 
1836 was passed. It recommended that the Bishop of Durham should 
receive an annual income of £8000, and that the remainder of the revenue 
from the diocese of Durham should go into the ‘Common Fund’ to be 
looked after by Commissioners. 


Revenue Expenditure 
1829 £20,688 9 4 £4,257 17 10 
1830 21,449 9 1 4,286 4 6 
1831 23,079 6 10 4,178 17 7 
1832 24,884 9 1 3,867 10 10 
1833 23,/23° 17 8 4,663 ll 9 
1834 37,439 4 10 5,998 14 11 
1835 19387. \19-- 3 4.683 4 3 


£170,632 16 1 £31,936 1 6 


Yearly revenue and expenditure of the Bishop of Durham 1829 - 18354 


These figures showed that on average the Bishop had a gross income of 
£19,813 16s 4d per annum over this period. 1834 had been an exceptional 
year as a number of leases had come up for renewal, the fines imposed for 
the renewal accounting for a large part of the excess over previous years. 
The Commissioners decided that the net annual income of the diocese 
would be calculated as being £22,163 8s 8d, and that for the Bishop to 
retain £8,000 the contribution to the ‘Common Fund’ should be £14,000. 
This was later reduced to £11,200, but following the receipt of the returns 
of 1837 to 1843 which showed an increase in the revenue of the diocese, 
and a report of a select committee set up by the Commissioners, the 
amount the Bishop was to pay to the ‘Common Fund’ was raised in 1846 
to £13,200.° Bishop Maltby had been offered a choice in the method of 
payment of his income by the Commissioners, either they would collect 
the revenues for the diocese and pay him £8,000 per year, or he could 
collect the revenues and pay the Commissioners the sums that they had 
calculated would be the excess. The Bishop chose to collect the revenues 
and agreed to pay the Commissioners the calculated excess, this proved to 
be a sound choice. Following the publication of the returns for the 
diocese of Durham for the period 1844 to 1850, which showed that the 
income had been £207,562 19s 6d and the Expenditure £98,455 7s 4d, 
from which it was calculated that the Bishop had received £32,000 more 
than he should, based on the principle that he was to receive only £8,000 
per year. The Commissioners had made the error, as they had not allowed 
for the increase in revenue from the development of the coalmines 
(despite having been told by the Bishop that this was likely). The error 
was corrected following the resignation of Bishop Maltby in 1856(he died 
in 1859). 


In 1858 an Act of Parliament 21 & 22 Victoria Cap 58, was passed 
into statute. 

This stated that by an order made on the 4" April 1856 and published in 
the London Gazette on the 22™ April 1856 which ratified the scheme 
proposed by the Ecclesiastical Commissioners and agreed to by Bishop 
Edward Maltby that the land etc. and the Office of Moormaster and the 
Lead mines from which he had collected the revenue were now to be held 
by the Ecclesiastical Commissioners to be disposed of as they wished. 
The Bishop was to receive a money payment on the 1“ May and 1* of 
November in every year of the sum of £6,532 as compensation for this®. 
This was to be done without prejudice to the benefits of the Rectors of 
Stanhope and Wolsingham who were to continue to receive their 10" of 
the ore for as long as they remained as rectors. When the positions of 


Rector of Stanhope and Wolsingham next became vacant their receipts of 
rents or lease ore were to cease, and instead they would receive an annual 
income from the ‘Common Fund’. The Rector of Stanhope was to receive 
£1,650 per annum and the Rector of Wolsingham £1,000. 


Following this Act a new lease between the Ecclesiastical Commissioners 
and Wentworth Blackett Beaumont was drawn up for the Weardale mines. 


This lease was dated 12" May 1859, there were adjustments to its terms in 
1865, 1867, and 1868, and under the terms of the lease Mr Beaumont 
could terminate the lease in 1886 or 1897 without penalty. The yearly 
minimum rent payable to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners was £4800 
(£200 of which was paid by the London Lead Company by Indenture 
dated 27 August 1859), it was paid in quarterly amounts of £1200; the 
rate of duty ore was one ninth. 


The lead industry during the early 1870’s underwent a minor boom in that 
the price of lead rose from £19 per ton in 1869 to £24 per ton in 1873. 
This was not to last, by 1878 the price had dropped back to £19 per ton 
and continued to fall. In 1884 the highest price the London Lead 
Company obtained for their lead was £11 7s 6d. The result of this on the 
lead industry was that companies began to close their mines and the 
miners became unemployed. 


Widespread destitution existed amongst the Weardale lead miners on 
account of the stoppage of the mines - one half being closed in June 1878, 
and the other portion at the close of 1878. (End December) 


It was stated by the Beaumont's that the mines could not be profitably 
worked owing to the abnormally heavy dues paid out of the produce to the 
lessors. 


The miners were working by giving their time on the supposition of a 
return in the price received for the lead, whilst the older system of 
payment of a regular wage as “subsistence money” had been for some 
time done away with. The Ecclesiastical Commissioners had employed 
some of the miners in planting and repairing drainage &c. 


The information that follows is the story of the closure of the Weardale 
mines by the W B Beaumont Company (the Lessee) and the dispute they 
had with the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for England (the Lessor). 


One of the first comments on the situation appeared in the Hexham 
Herald. 


Saturday 7th September 1878 

Sir, .... The suspension which prevails among the lead mines of Weardale, 
Allendale, and Rookhope, under Mr Beaumont, has been surprisingly 
quietly endured for two months. Of course, a part of the men are now 
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being employed, but a greater number are unemployed, and those that are 
employed are being nearly wholly brought under what is called the “New 
System,” which might be justly termed “payment by consideration.” 
Under this system all the risks of the enterprise have to be borne by the 
men, who in consequence, if unsuccessful in finding ore, &c., frequently 
have to go for months with very little remuneration. Hence as miners are 
not capitalists, any sane person can see the consequence to these dales if 
the new system is finally adopted. Whoever was its author (Mr Beaumont 
said he did not want it) will also be the author of great loss to these dales. 
Under the old system the proprietor agreed to give his employees 15s per 
week, the unfortunate as well as the fortunate, properly following their 
employment, and they shared in the hazard of the enterprise, because if 
they did not realise it, they were indebted to the employer. The price of 
lead, it must be admitted, is somewhat low, but wages have been, and are 
correspondingly low. It is to be hoped that Mr Beaumont will not reward 
his lead miners with expatriation, after a lifetime of patient industry. ... 


The Beaumont Company approached the Ecclesiastical Commissioners 
and asked for a reduction in the rate of Royalty that was to be paid. The 
commissioners decided not to make a decision at that time, in December 
1878 the Commissioners decided that they would ask Mr R Mills of Her 
Majesty’s Treasury to inspect the plans and accounts of the W. B. Lead 
Company, on their behalf. Mr Beaumont in a letter to his Newcastle 
Agent Mr Fothergill gave permission for the accounts and plans for the 
period 30" June 1873 to 1877 to be shown to Mr Mills. Mr Mills asked 
the Company for all their accounts and in a letter dated 4 January 1878 
the Company wrote to the Commissioners refusing to do so. The 
Commission responded by saying that they were surprised at this refusal 
and pointed out that by Act of Parliament they were obliged to audit their 
accounts (The Ecclesiastical Commissions) from time to time which they 
could only do with the help of the W. B. records. 


In reply’ to the Ecclesiastical Commission Mr Fothergill wrote, “without 
prejudice to Mr Beaumont’s rights accounts and plans (not already copied 
by your people) which the lessor may still perhaps be entitled by Deed to 
copy, can be copied at this, “the principle office of the lessee, by the 
lessor’s agent at all reasonable times,” and they shall be ready for him 
here on my receiving a few days notice.” 


In response the Ecclesiastical Commission arranged for Mr Mills to attend 
Newcastle on the 18th February 1879, to inspect the company books. 
According to the lease of 1859 the Ecclesiastical Commissioners were at 
fault as the lease states: 


“And also that the said lessee or his agents will on or before the 1“ day of 
March in every year of the said term hereby granted make and deliver to 


the said lessors or their agents an account in writing signed by the said 
lessee or his agent of the quantity of lead ore worked from the mines 
thereby demised and also of the quantities of such ore washed during the 
year ending on the 31* day of June then last preceding, or on such other 
day or respective days (if any) as may be from time to time mutually 
agreed upon between the said lessor and the said lessee.” 


“And further that the said lessee unless prevented by fire or other 
inevitable accident will during the said term granted keep and have 
forthcoming at the principle office of the said lessee or some other 
convenient place above ground within the said parish of Stanhope the 
parish of Wolsingham or the parish of Allendale proper plans showing all 
workings from time to time after the 30™ day of June 1860 to be made in 
the said hereby demised mines and also proper accounts showing the 
quantities of all lead ore the produce of the said lead mines which shall 
from time to time be washed. And also that the said lessors or their agents 
may at all reasonable times during the said term have free access to and 
examine and peruse and at their own cost take copies of or extracts from 
all such of the said plans and accounts hereby covenanted to be report as 
may have been made within 5 years next preceding the application for 
each such examination.” 


So it was well within the rights of the Beaumont company to only allow 
the Commissioners to see the accounts for the 5-year period. It is also a 
little strange that they needed to see the accounts for other periods as they 
had received as required by the lease yearly accounts from the Company. 


In the meantime the plight of the Weardale miners was becoming worse, 
they formed a Committee to represent their interests. Following a public 
meeting held on the 21*' May 1879 the committee wrote the following 
letter to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners. 


“On behalf of the Weardale Lead Mining Committee I beg to call your 
attention to a few facts in order to show the present sad state of the 
Weardale miners and their families. It is well known that the mining 
population of the dale is a settled one. The present miners (their fathers, 
and their grandfathers before them also) having worked all their lives in 
these mines, never expected but that they would always have_ this 
employment, consequently they are much attached to the place. 


“Last June nearly one half of the men were turned off. The rest being 
allowed to work on till December. The hope which buoyed them up and 
which has kept some from migrating, that there was a chance of work 
being resumed soon, has nearly left them. Their sufferings and privations 
have been great and widespread. At a public meeting held at St John’s 
Chapel, they appointed a Committee to act on their behalf. This 
Committee deemed it their duty to ask Mr Beaumont if he was at liberty to 


give the reason for the stoppage of the works and whether there was any 
prospect of the mines being re-opened soon. The reply has just been 
received “that it being impossible to work the lead mines (since the great 
fall in the price of lead) under the old arrangements with the Lessors as to 
their rents. Mr Beaumont, last year requested a revision of the same, 
informing the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, agents that he would be 
compelled to close the mines last December unless early consideration 
could be given to the matters” and that the Commissioners “are willing to 
negotiate for a temporary re-opening of the mines.”’ 


It is only the province of the Committee earnestly and respectfully to urge 
the Commissioners to do something speedily as the destitution of the poor 
people is very great, and to express the humble hope that the obstacles in 
the way of a temporary re-opening of the mines soon, will at once 
disappear in the presence of your earnest desire on the part of the 
Commissioners to put an end to this state of things.’ 


The Hexham Courant of 3! May 1879 reported that: - 


“The leasehold lead mines belonging to Mr W B Beaumont, MP, in 
Weardale have been closed since the New Year, and there is naturally 
considerable anxiety in the dale as to when they are likely to be reopened. 
It appears that the lessee considers that the rents now payable to the 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners from these mines are to high, and that there 
appears to be no probability of their being reopened until some 
arrangements are come to on this point between the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners and Mr Beaumont. Whatever this matter be between the 
lessors and the lessee, the condition of Weardale requires speedy 
consideration.” 


On the 6" May Mr Fothergill wrote to the Ecclesiastical Commission 
reminding them of their letter of the 2nd November 1878, stating that his 
agents were still waiting for the Ecclesiastical Commissioners decision. 
He pointed out that in present circumstances the lead mines now closed 
could not be reopened under the rents hitherto paid. 


In a letter dated the 12 May 1879 Mr J C Cain the Company’s 
Weardale agent wrote to Mr Fothergill. 


“My Dear Sir. 


“Now that the Ecclesiastical Commission have audited the 
accounts and have found everything correct according to lease. Jos. 
Rowan (if he knew) could not do less than state what has taken place 
since he wrote the paragraphs in the Chronicle respecting the Weardale 
mines and Books, but I suppose like other seven day wonders it will pass 
along and be forgot although it is represented in Allendale and Weardale 


at present that Mr Beaumont’s books have not been correctly kept but that 
the Ecclesiastical Commission will in future look more closely after this 
and compel this to be done. ... 


“IT must be back again latter part of this month as I understand the 
Ecclesiastical Commission is going to send some one to look through the 
mines and Mr Tom Sopwith is to go along with whoever is sent on behalf 
of Mr Beaumont.” 


The Ecclesiastical Commissioners appointed a committee to report on the 
situation in Weardale; this report is given below. 


Ecclesiastical Commissioners for England 

Weardale Mines Report? 

“The Committee appointed by the resolution of the General Meeting of 
the 13 March 1879 have considered the questions referred to them, and 
beg to make the following report: - 


“The Ecclesiastical Commissioners in their Annual Report, dated 
February 27, 1879, say, “The Commissioners notice that their Auditor 
represents that he has been unable to test the accuracy of the accounts of 
the Weardale Lead Mines by an inspection of the books of the lessee. 
This inspection has not hitherto been required by the Auditor. The 
Commissioners understand that the Estate Committee hope to be able to 
remove any difficulty of this kind in future years” 


“As soon as the lessee fully understood that a further and more minute 
investigation of the books than had been previously required was now 
thought necessary, he readily gave the Estates Committee every facility 
for that purpose, and your Committee have satisfaction in reporting that 
all difficulties on that score have been removed. 


“Their accounts have now been examined by Mr, R. Mills of the 
Treasury, acting in this case as agent for the Commissioners and in the 
former case as deputy for the Auditor named by the Treasury; the books 
have been examined on the spot, and complete and _ satisfactory 
information has been given by the lessee, and your Committee, though 
precluded from re-opening the accounts of 1877 by the fact that a “receipt 
in full discharge” had been given to the lessee, after the precedent of 
former years, have been satisfied that the books for that year have been 
duly kept and that there would be no reason for re-opening the accounts. 


“The practice of giving a receipt in full has not hitherto been challenged 
by the Auditor, and the inspection of the books which has now taken place 
has not been required by him in former years. 


“Your Committee have, secondly, considered the following clause in the 
Auditors Report: - 


“Under the arrangements with him (the lessee) large allowances have 
been made to him out of the royalties of these mines for expenditure in 
explorations; and it has been represented to the Commissioners that the 
financial results of these arrangements have been advantageous to them. 
These representations do not, however, appear to me to be borne out by 
the figures in the statements rendered by the lessee of the net proceeds of 
the mines.” 


“The circumstances of the Weardale Mine Leases were maturely 
considered by the Estates Committee in the years 1865, 1866, and 1868, 
and much correspondence then took place with the lessee; the allowances 
for exploration were made on the ground that the lessee satisfied the 
Estates Committee that he could not go on without some relaxation of his 
terms, and also on the ground that it was desirable to encourage 
explorations of new work, and not to drive the lessee to exhaust the lead 
in the workings already opened. 


“At the same time a fixed payment of £4,800 from the lessee was 
stipulated for, as in the existing condition of the common fund of the 
Commissioners it was desirable to be able to calculate the annual amount 
that would be available for the purposes of that fund now charged by an 
Act of 1858 with the payment in perpetuity of £4,500 a year to Stanhope 
and Wolsingham, and other parishes in the county of Durham. 


“There was no suggestion at that time that the bargain then made was 
improvident; your Committee do not believe that it was, and the present 
condition of the lead market, under which the lessee states that it is 
impossible to work the mine at all, shows that the principle of a fixed 
minimum rent has certain advantages for the Lessor. 


“In the course of their enquiries your Committee found an impression 
existing that the charges for exploration have been as to some excessive, 
and that the supervision of the accounts has been somewhat negligent as 
to those items. 


“Your Committee find that 78.5 per cent. Of the explorations are for 
labour, 21.5 for materials. Nothing seems to be alleged against the 
charges for labour, and the charges for materials seems relatively, not 
considerable. The books have been regularly and carefully kept. 


“Your Committee are satisfied that very careful consideration was given 
by the Estates Committee in 1865 and the following years to the whole 
question, and that there was no reason then to challenge as improvident 
the course that they adopted. They think that, except under extraordinary 
circumstances, which do not seem to exist here, it is undesirable to re- 


open, after an interval of many years, resolutions adopted and advice 
given upon a state of facts somewhat complicated, and only fully 
appreciable at the time. 


“As regards the question raised by the Auditor whether the “financial 
results have been advantageous or not,” this must be a matter of opinion, 
and the question really is not whether the results now appear to have been 
advantageous, but whether the Estates Committee, exercising a sound 
judgement at the time, made an agreement which was fair and just. 


“Your Committee see no reason to doubt that they did so act. 


“Whilst the mines have probably been profitable during some years, they 
are now closed, in consequence of the large imports from Spain and 
elsewhere. 


“Your Committee are aware that the Estates Committee are taking steps to 
ascertain by the help of the most competent and impartial adviser, the 
present condition and future prospects of the mines.” 


This report vindicated the W.B. Lead Company, and following this the 
Commissioners asked Mr Warrinton W Smythe, to look into the situation 
in Weardale with reference to the rate of Royalties, and the future 
prospects of the area. 


On the 21* June the inhabitants of Weardale attended a public meeting at 
St John’s Chapel, following which a petition was sent to the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners. 


“The respectful memorial of the inhabitants of Weardale in public 
meeting assembled at St John’s Chapel on the 21st June inst.'° 


“To the honourable the Ecclesiastical Commissioners of England, 
Showeth:- 


“That your memorialists are suffering sad distress from the fact that the 
lessee of your honourable Commissioners has closed very many of your 
local mines, and as mining is the only industry in this dale, nearly the 
whole of the working population are thrown out of work, and are 
suffering pinching distress. 


“Your memorialists submit that it is wrong to the entire dale that all the 
lead mines should be leased to one person as it literally places a 
monopoly in the hands of that person. Your memorialists are aware that 
when the Ecclesiastical Commissioners came into possession of the lead 
mines they found existing leases to Mr W. B. Beaumont, and that to a 
considerable degree their hands were bound. But your memorialists beg 
urgently to ask your honourable Board to consider if it is possible to lease 
a few portions of this large extent of country, in which lead ores are 
worked (by tender or otherwise) to separate parties. In such 


circumstance, your memorialists would have several employers instead of 
only one upon whom they are solely dependent. Your memorialists 
therefore implore your honourable board to give immediate 
consideration, and trust you will without delay find a way to an early 
attainment of so desirable an end, and give your suffering memorialists 
work and bread. 


“And your memorialists will ever pray.” 
The following poem was printed in the Hexham Herald of 28" June 1879. 


The Lead Miner’s Plaint 
In garments of grandeur the meadows are clad, 
And rich blossoms adorn the trees of the wood; 
But the hearts of our dalesmen are drooping and sad, 
For their homes are devoid of cash fuel, and food. 


Lonely they oft wander on the banks of the Wear, 

And watch the wild waters roll murmuring past; 

The voice of the surges - like the words of their prayer - 
Grow sadder and deeper the longer they last. 


The old lead mines are closed, the source of our bread, 
Hewn out by the hands of our brawny ancestors, 

Poor, hard toiling miners, it is well they are dead, 

And freed from the ills which daily sweep o’er us. 


Beneath the church spire in the quiet green hollow, 
We laid them to rest on death’s dreamless pillow. 
There sunbeams oft linger on the white daisied sod. 
Where sleepeth our kindred, whose sons are with God. 


Such memories must bind us to our dear native hills, 
Though foreigners should reap the rich of the sills. 

Work - work is our wealth, and this seems denied us, 
And new forms of anguish threaten to o’erwhelm us. 


Cold rusty, and dormant are picks, hammers, and drills, 
And locked in dead silence are the huge crushing mills, 
And bloodless brow’d children have forgotten their play, 
And hang like blanched roses around the bare tray. 


We revile not our master, we chide not the state, 

But bear faultless and firmly our indigent fate, 

In our travail of grief through the starless night, 

Love’s high priests will lead us, and heaven be our light. 
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Behind the crude curtain Jehova is working, 
And “Lo I am with you” is his law everlasting. 


Blessed balm of the soul to sufferers given, 

Sweet dewdrops of comfort descending from heaven. 
Then hush thy sad murmurs, pious miner and friend, 
For in heaven thy taper shall shine without end. 


F. Martindale 
Westgate 25th June 1879. 


Mr Fothergill received a letter from George Pringle the Ecclesiastical 
Commissions secretary, dated 4" July 1879." 


“IT am directed by the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for England to 
forward you the enclosed copy of a report from Mr W W Smyth dated the 
28" ultimo, and I am to inform you that the Ecclesiastical Commissioners 
are willing to make a reduction in the Royalties therein advised for one 
year provided that for that year employment is found for a certain number 
of Miners and that facilities be given for the consideration during the year 
of the terms of a more permanent arrangement. 

“The number of men employed should be a reasonable proportion of 
the number of miners and other employed in the Weardale works from 
June 1877 to June 1878. 

“The Commissioners have received letter and Newspaper paragraphs 
all of which assume that Mr Beaumont has been paying about one fifth as 
Royalty for these mines while other Royalties have paid one eighth or one 
tenth as duty ore. The Commissioners pending the receipt of Mr W W 
Smythes Report have not felt called upon to take notice of these statements 
but I am now to point out to you that the amounts received by the 
Commissioners have never since 1864 exceeded one tenth of the value of 
the lead ore; any excess having been allowed for exploration. 

“T am further directed to add that the Commissioners have placed in 
the hands of their Solicitors your letter of the 18" ultimo stating that you 
have not paid the last quarterly proportion of the certain rent of £4,800 
because you are advised it is not legally payable.” 


Report of Mr Warrington Smythe dated 28 June 1879 to the 
Ecclesiastical Commission 

“I have the honour to state that in accordance with the instructions 
contained in your letter of the 30" ult. and 7" inst. I have perused the 
correspondence and carefully considered the subject proposed, and I now 
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beg to report that I have taken steps to ascertain the circumstances of the 
Weardale Mines from your Agents and from Mr Cain, Mr Beaumont’s 
Agent. 


“It would have been out of my power if it had been necessary to make a 
present inspection of these mines, but an intimate acquaintance extending 
over 30 years with workings in similar strata in the Western part of the 
Alston District, and the data which I have now obtained enable me to give 
an opinion in confidence. 


“In the present state of the Lead trade there is no doubt that the lessee 
could not keep open and work all the existing mines without suffering a 
heavy loss. It is possible however, that he might work certain parts of a 
few of the existing mines without loss, whilst continuing to pay the 
present royalty of one ninth. 


“The suggestion made by Mr Bainbridge that the rate of Royalty should 
be 1/15™ above the water level and 1/25" below the water level appeared 
to be worthy of consideration if arrangements could be made for a proper 
distribution of the working force. 


“Having therefore ascertained from the statistics and the exploration plans 
and sections the position of the mines during the last few years, I thought 
it best to request Mr E J Smith and Mr Lindsay Wood to meet Mr Cain 
with a view of seeing how such arrangement could be carried out. 


“This meeting took place at Jermyn Street in the 24" instant. Mr Cain 
stated that Mr Beaumont would agree to spend £1,000 in the year ending 
30" June 1880. Mr E J Smith suggested as an alternative that the Lessee 
should undertake to employ for the first half of the year one half of the 
number of men employed during the year 1877, and during the second 
half of the year one fourth of such number of men. 


“Mr Cain after conferring with Mr Beaumont declined to make any 
amended proposal and has left London. 


“The proper reduction in the rate of royalty depends so largely on the 
arrangements for fairly employing a sensible proportion of the miners 
hitherto employed by Mr Beaumont that, whilst it is clearly inadvisable to 
dictate the details, it is impossible to recommend a serious reduction 
without some condition or understanding between Lessor and Lessee. 


“The depression in the price of other metals as well as lead has given rise 
to very numerous negotiations in the West of England and in Wales with a 
similar object in view, of preventing, by concessions in the matter of rent 
and dues, the partial or entire closing of the mines. The interest of the 
Lessor is there guarded either by a clause requiring skilful and 
“minerlike” working in accordance with the best precedents, or by making 


the continuance of the reduction depend on the report of the inspecting 
Agent as to the workings being satisfactory. 


“In the present case, where the circumstances are different from those of 
ordinary mining lease, I think that the more advisable course would be to 
offer a liberal reduction of the rate, on the understanding that a certain 
agreed proportion of the usual number of workpeople should be 
employed, confidence being reposed on Mr Beaumont and his Agents as 
to the proper distribution of the miners in then workings. 


“It is my opinion that pending any proposal for a permanent modification 
of terms, such rate should be 1/15" (one fifteenth) for the ores worked 
above water level, generally amounting to about one half of the entire 
raisings, and 1/20" (one twentieth) on the ores raised from below water 
level.” 


In a letter dated 14 July from George Pringle, Mr Fothergill received the 
news that the Commissioners had decided that they would be prepared to 
alter the terms of the lease and treat the year from June 1879 to June 1880 
as exceptional. 


“Your letter of the 8” instant has been submitted to the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners for England and I am directed to inform you that they are 
ready to treat the year from June 1879 to June 1880 as exceptional and to 
act in regard to the desired re-opening of these mines on_ the 
recommendations contained in Mr Warrington W Smyth’s Report of the 
28" June last as to the terms to be required for that period as if the 
provisions of the lease and supplemental deeds now in force did not exist. 

“The correspondence which has recently taken place between you 
and this office upon this subject has accordingly been placed in the hands 
of Mr W W Smyth with a request that he will, with all practicable 
dispatch, make such further communications and arrangements as may 
seem to him requisite in order to his views being carried into effect.””" 


The next letter!* from the Ecclesiastical Commission confirmed this and 
they enclosed a copy of a letter from Mr Warrington Smythe dated 19" 
July 1879 with the suggested terms of the new lease. By an indenture 
dated 31 July 1879 the Ecclesiastical Commissioners and Mr Beaumont 
agreed the terms specified by Mr W W Smyth. 


“IT am directed by the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for England to 
forward to you the enclosed copy of a report dated the 19" instant 
received from Mr W W Smyth and I am to inform you that the 
Commissioners are prepared to adopt the advice therein contained, and 
they have accordingly instructed their Solicitors Messrs White Borrett 
and Co to make in conjunction with your advisers such legal 


arrangements as are requisite for carrying the same into effect for the 
year ending 30" June 1880. 

“The Commissioners have had under consideration your 
communication of the 22" instant relative to the non-payment by Mr 
Beaumont of the quarterly instalments of the certain rent of £4,800 per 
annum due in respect of the year which ended the 30" ultimo, and I am 
directed to point out to you that as payment of the rent was declined on 
the ground that the lessee was not legally liable, no course was left open 
to the Commissioners but to take legal measures for obtaining a 
settlement of their claims.” 


This with holding of the rent by W. B. Beaumont could only have been a 
time wasting move as the lease of 1859 clearly states, “The said years rent 
of £4800 and such proportional part thereof as aforesaid to be payable 
during the several periods aforesaid whether any of the said mines shall be 
worked or not or whether they shall be capable of being worked or not.” 


Letter from Warrington Smyth dated 19" July 1879 to the Ecclesiastical 
Commission 

“T have the honour to state for the information of the Ecclesiastical 

Commissioners that I have duly perused and _ considered the 

correspondence transmitted with your letter of the 12" inst. on the subject 

of a proposed temporary arrangement for a recommencement of 
operations in the Weardale mines. 

1. The substitution of a mean rate of 1/18" to be paid on all lead ores, 
for my suggested rate of 1/15" above and 1/20" below the water level, 
has been proposed by Mr Beaumont’s Agent, and should, I think be 
conceded. 

2. The Lessee will as I understand, be prepared to give the 
Commissioners an undertaking that the mines shall be worked during 
the current year fairly and in a miner-like manner. 

3. Subject to the foregoing condition, I am of opinion that the 
substitution for the requirement of employing a stated number of men 
of a certain minimum render of lead ore may be acceded to, and I 
would suggest that the Lessee should undertake for this exceptional 
year, to make such render of 280 Bings, being about 1/18" of 5,000 
Bings to be raised from Weardale, irrespective of the ore raised by the 
London Lead Company.” 


Despite this settlement being reached and the mines being reopened, the 
situation in Weardale was still poor, as the following report from the 
Hexham Herald of 27" September 1879 shows. 


“The W. B. Lead mines. These mines were reopened a short time ago, but 
the operations are only limited, as, out of about 400 men, only 170 men 
have got work. The remainder, having received intimation that their 
services will not be required for this year at least, are now emigrating in 
large numbers to all parts, and Mr J. Dawson, of St John’s, is engaging 
men for collieries in Derbyshire; also the Rev. A. J. McGowan, is working 
most assiduously amongst the poor and needy, to try and alleviate the dire 
distress, the latter gentleman having succeeded in inducing the 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners to pay the expenses of all emigrants to the 
port of embarkation, and provide them with their ship furniture.” 


During this ‘exceptional’ year it appears that little in the way of 
negotiation took place between the W. B. Lead Company and the 
Ecclesiastical Commission as is revealed in a letter from Mr Fothergill to 
George Pringle.’ 


“I take leave to point out that the exceptional year, as to which an 
agreement was made twelve months ago, expired on the 30 June last, 
and that no fresh arrangement having been entered into, the leasehold 
mines are now Closed, and that a large number of men are consequently 
out of employment. 

“Tt has reached me that Mr Warrington Smyth’s Report as to the state 
and prospects of the mines has been received by your Board so recently 
that you have been unable hitherto to give adequate consideration to the 
same; and I may therefore, be allowed to inquire what course the 
Commissioners deem it best to pursue: for, should no satisfactory 
understanding between Lessor and Lessee be come to before the 
Commissioners rise next month, it is feared there will be great distress 
and inconvenience in Upper Weardale from the Non-employment of a 
large body of miners. 

“T have the greater confidence in calling your attention to the matter 
in this light, because, in communication you addressed to Mr Pease one of 
the members for South Durham on the 19" of June 1879, after informing 
him that you had called in Mr Warrington Smyth to advise your Board, 
you place on official record the following statement. 

“Tt is scarcely necessary to point out that there may be many 
considerations in addition to those of the money payment, effecting any 
proposal for a change in the terms of a lease which was expected by all 
parties, to continue unaffected throughout a long series of years.” 

“Tt may be assumed that it is not agreeable either to Lessor or Lessee 
to protract indefinitely, arrangements of a temporary nature; but seeing 
that it will be very difficult, to say the least, to come to an agreement of a 
permanent character within the short time now at command, I am to 
inquire whether the Commissioners would, under all the circumstances, 
extend to the 30" June 1881, the excepted period on the same conditions 
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as those which have existed from 30" June 1879 to 30" June 1880, so that 
the miners may at once get to work? And further, whether the 
Commissioners would object to request Mr Warrington Smyth to confer 
with Mr Beaumont respecting the proposed permanent arrangements 
having due regard to any special considerations affecting the next few 
years?” 


The Commission responded to this letter, stating that they did not feel that 
they could extend the arrangements of the previous year, and before they 
could reach a decision over any change to the royalties the Company 
would need to “furnish them with full information as to his receipts and 
profits during the past ten years, so as to satisfy them that he has 
reasonable grounds to complain of hardship, as at present they are under 
the belief that the working of the mines has yielded him large profits 
during that period.”!° 


The following reports appeared in the Hexham Herald describing the 
situation in Weardale. 


Saturday 17th September 1881 

There appears to be an opening for lead mining enterprise in Weardale, as 
the lead mines under a considerable tract in the Eastern portion of the 
Weardale lead mining field, including the parish of Wolsingham, 
belonging to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, and held by W. B. 
Beaumont Esq., MP, are now offered for sale. 


Saturday 31st December 1881 

With the close of this week the Weardale Lead Miners notices will expire, 
and the New Year will find the mines belonging to W. B. Beaumont Esq., 
MP, in Weardale closed. ... 


The London Lead Company’s Agent, speaking a few days ago, expressed 
a fear that unless the dues were lowered, Teesdale would be little better 
off than Weardale, and said the condition of Weardale was due to the hard 
heartedness of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners. Now, Mr W. B. 
Beaumont, MP, in a letter addressed to his chief agent, Mr Cain, and 
dated the 22nd inst., throws the blame upon the lessors. From the letter, 
we learn the following: - “In 1878 the attention of the late Mr Edmund 
James Smith, the agent to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, was called to 
the complicated nature of the arrangements of the lessors, and to the great 
desirability from many points of view of simplifying them, and of 
reducing the rents, regard being had to the great fall in the value of lead 
ore, and to the increasing difficulties of lead mining, owing to the richest 
portions of the Weardale mines; and furthermore pointed out that unless 
this course was adopted neither the London Lead Company nor I (W.B. 
Beaumont), lessees of the Commissioners could be expected to, nor would 
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we, risk money in exploring and trying to increase the productiveness of 
mines not our own; but that on the contrary, we must restrict our 
operations within a very limited time scale.” 


After recounting delays we are informed that Mr Warrington Smythe was 
selected in 1879 to investigate the whole case. In the meantime a 
temporary reduction of rent from June 1879 to June 1880 was made and 
in the middle of this latter year, 1880, Mr Warrington Smythe made his 
report to the Commissioners, shortly before the death of Mr E. J. Smith, 
but too late to enable Mr Smith to take any steps in “a question in which 
he had evinced so much intelligent interest.” “This report advised that 
considerable concessions should be made; but the Commissioners, after 
Mr Smith’s death, not only refused to give effect in any way to the advice 
of their chosen adviser, but turning their backs on their former course, 
they have recently stated that, as trustees for the public, they do not feel 
justified in altering the terms of the lease held by the London Lead 
Company and myself (Mr W. B. Beaumont) and they decline negotiations 
upon the subject.” Mr Beaumont refers to the Lords of the Admiralty at 
Alston having met their mining tenants with consideration, and in 
conclusion says: - “Whatever may be the future of this matter I wish our 
people to understand that having done all which in me lies to place on a 
proper basis the relations of lessor and lessee, the responsibility for the 
unsatisfactory state of mining operations in Weardale rests not with my 
agents but with the London Board.” 


In 1882 there were a large number of letters exchanged between Mr 
Beaumont and his Lead Company and the Ecclesiastical Commission, 
many of which appeared in the local press. 


Saturday 7th January 1882!” 

“Earl Stanhope, in a letter to the Northern Echo, replies to the letter 
written by Mr Beaumont, MP, blaming the Ecclesiastical Commissioners 
for the stoppage of mining operations in Weardale. His Lordship points 
out that the Commissioners have already reduced the Royalty from one 
fifth to little more than one thirteenth of the output. On Mr Beaumont 
applying for a further reduction of the rent, the Commissioners asked to 
be furnished with full information as to his receipts and profits during the 
past ten years. Mr Beaumont refused to give the information, and says 
Earl Stanhope, is the cause of the disastrous state of things in Weardale. 
Mr Beaumont, moreover, gave them no intimation of his intention of 
closing the mines.” 


Saturday 7" January 1882.'8 

Reply of Mr Beaumont MP, to Lord Stanhope’s letter. 

“Mr W. B. Beaumont, writing to the “Northern Echo,” in reply to Lord 
Stanhope, says: - 


“There is no provision in the lease for the render of one fifth, and 
consequently the contention that the lessors have reduced therefrom by 
allowances fall to the ground. But it is the fact that the reservations made 
due to the high price of lead were considered so very large that the lessors 
and lessees became apprehensive some years ago (as set forth in a case 
which the Board themselves submitted to the present Solicitor General) as 
to the exhaustion of the mines, and they wisely determined to make their 
lessees considerable exploration allowances; and for these the lessees 
have, I respectfully submit, recetved full value. - Indeed, it is my humble 
opinion that had these allowances not been granted the crisis in Weardale, 
which we now deplore, would have arisen several years ago. Supposing 
for the sake of argument, that the profits in the earlier years of the leases 
have been considerable, I fail to see what that has to do with the matter. 
Fortunately for the Commissioners they have reasonable lessees, but had 
irresponsible companies been their tenants would it have been any 
satisfactory reason for crippling an important industry to say that many 
years ago the shareholders earned good dividends? When the landlords 
were asked for a remission in rent, they did not decline on the grounds of 
prosperity in former years; nor so far as I know did they ask their tenants 
for an account of past profits. But believing however, that exaggerated 
reports had found currency in London, and determined to meet the Board 
more than half way, I placed last spring in the hands of the Chief 
Commissioner a confidential memorandum giving the average cost of the 
ore during the period of ten years covered by their request. The price at 
which the Board had sold me the ore they had at command, and the 
difference between these two figures, constituting the lessees’ moderate 
profit, the Commissioners know perfectly well. They then asked leave for 
their officials to examine my books for detailed information, which 
request ought never to have been made, and was accordingly declined. 
No formal communication was made to the Board of my intention to close 
the mines, because under the circumstances hereinafter mentioned such 
notification was deemed useless on my part. My manager in Newcastle 
has never received even an acknowledgement of the receipt of his letter to 
the Board, and after waiting a reasonable time I called on their financial 
secretary, Mr Porter, with whom I had two or three interviews. This 
advisor, able as he is, impressed me with the idea that his duties were 
mostly limited to obtaining as much money as he could for the 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners; and he informed me the Board had come to 
the conclusion that they would make no alterations in their Stanhope 
leases; he further pointed out that the Commissioners were the most 
indisposed to do so on account of the prevalent agricultural depression. 
An observation of mine that I did not follow this reasoning which led the 
lessors to refuse consideration to their mining tenants because they had 
made remissions to agriculturalists did not appear to strike this gentleman 
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as pertinent. Not only this: he told me the Board objected to entertaining 
any proposal for new terms until within two years (viz., 1884) of the 
expiration of the first break in the lease; and my remark in reply that this 
decision coupled with the consequent uncertainty as to the Commissioners 
intentions about the future, would necessitate the limitations of 
exploration and workings to immediate necessities, and the throwing 
many people out of employment, did not do more than call forth the 
official non possumus. On leaving him I said that the matter would not 
end thus. King Red Tape has long reigned triumphant in Whitehall Place. 
No one who knows my noble friend doubts for a moment the truth of the 
assurance given me by the late Mr Edmund James Smith, that Lord 
Stanhope is personally most anxious that justice should be done, and 
equities liberally considered; but the office has hitherto been too strong 
for him.” 


Letter from Mr Fothergill for W. B. Mines to the Ecclesiastical 
Commission 11" January 1882” 

“IT am directed to than you for your favour of the 6" instant, which Mr 
Beaumont found at Bretton Park upon his return from London on the 
evening of the 9". 

“You will perceive by Monday’s Northern Echo that the wishes of the 
Commissioners have been anticipated by Mr Beaumont, he having last 
week given his chief agent instructions to reopen temporarily the 
Weardale Mines, which instructions were sent to Mr Cain before the 
Board had expressed their recent views about his lease. 

“Mr Beaumont is advised that points of difference ought to be settled 
by an expert in lead mining, and he knows no one more capable, or of 
higher standing than Mr Warrington Smyth; and he accordingly 
respectfully adheres to the suggestion he has already made respecting this 
gentleman. 

“Tt is, indeed, a disadvantage to have recourse to any one hitherto 
unconnected with the case; and on the contrary. It will be most useful to 
be able to refer to one thoroughly acquainted with the mines. 

“When the proper time comes, the Lessee will urge that any new 
arrangements should take effect from the 1” instant.” 


Letter from the Ecclesiastical Commissioners to Mr Fothergill 13% 
January 18827° 

“Your letter of the 11" instant, on behalf of Mr Beaumont has been 
submitted to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, and I am directed to state 
in reply that they are pleased to learn that instructions have been given to 
reopen the mines. 

“Your letter does not, however, formerly express the desire of Mr 
Beaumont to surrender his leases on the ground that he can no longer 
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work the mines at a profit, and it now rests with him to make a definite 
proposal for such surrender, and to indicate the proportion of the mines 
he may be desirous of taking, at the same time stating the terms which he 
is disposed to offer. 

“T am directed further to state that the Commissioners continue to be 
of opinion that in the event of arbitration taking place, the arbitrator 
should be a person hitherto unconnected with the case or with either of 
the parties concerned. 

“The report of Mr Warrington Smyth, to the contents of which 
reference has been made by Mr Beaumont in his published letters would 
of course be before any arbitrator, and having the authority of a 
gentleman so eminent for geological and scientific knowledge, it would 
doubtless be of very great value. 

“Tt should, however, not be forgotten that report was a confidential 
document on the position and prospects of the mines, and was made solely 
for the information and guidance of the Commissioners.” 


14th January 18827! Reply of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners. 

“In answer to the memorial sent from Stanhope by the 
Representative Committee to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, 
praying that some steps may be taken to remove the great distress 
caused in Weardale by the closing of the lead mines, the committee 
have received a copy of a letter addressed by the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners on the 6th inst. to Mr R. W. Beaumont, MP. After 
referring to the said memorial on behalf of the Weardale lead 
miners, to the letter addressed to Mr Cain, and the editors of the 
Northern Echo, all of which they have considered, the 
Commissioners understand that Mr Beaumont’s contention is that 
the royalties payable under the terms of the lease are so onerous that 
the working of lead ore in Weardale can no longer be carried on at a 
profit. In view of this contention on the part of the lessee, and the 
existing pressure of distress among the mining population, the 
Commissioners offer, in the letter referred to, to accept as from the 
30th June next, a surrender of the lease, and thereby release Mr 
Beaumont from the liability for the payment of the yearly rent of 
£4,600 to which the lessee is bound up to the year 1886. This 
however, is on the condition that the mines be at once reopened so 
as to provide employment for the inhabitants of the dale, who have 
hitherto been engaged in that work. The Commissioners further 
state that they would be ready to entertain proposals from Mr 
Beaumont for the grant of a new lease of some portion of the 
Weardale Lead Mines, and in the event of their entering into 
negotiations they would be content to refer any points on which 
difference might arise to an arbitrator, and suggest for that purpose 
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Mr David Dale, a gentleman of high standing, and fitted for the 
purpose, being hitherto entirely unconnected with the case. The 
Commissioners deeply deplore the distress and hardships which 
have fallen on the industrial population of Weardale by the closing 
of the mines, and hope that their proposals may result in the mines 
being reopened at an early date.” 


“Reopening of the Mines. 

“Mr J. C. Cain has received a letter from Mr W. B. Beaumont, MP, 
in which he says. 

“It is impossible to carry on lead mining in Weardale with 
satisfaction under existing circumstances. As you are aware, your 
respected predecessor, the late Mr Sopwith, no mean authority on 
such questions, always considered the conditions of the Stanhope 
leases onerous. While however, the mines were productive, and lead 
kept a good price, things went on well. Now all is changed, 
speaking in round numbers, lead has fallen from £22 to £15 per ton, 
and the best known veins have largely worked under the pressure 
system which to pay great rents, has been forced upon the lessee. It 
is not wise to kill the goose which lays the golden egg; the not 
distant future must be cared for as well as the immediate present, 
which I fear the lessor will fail to do, unless they follow the advice 
of a practical man like Mr Warrington Smythe, who understands 
lead mining. For a long time he has superintended the mines 
belonging to his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales in the Duchy 
of Cornwall. He has held other important posts, and I am confident 
he may be trusted to advise the church authority what they should do 
for the due management of their metalliferous mines. A right 
decision in this matter is the foundation on which is built the 
prosperity of the mining population, a prosperity in which the 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners assure the public they “feel so deep an 
interest,” and I doubt not that they will soon make good their words 
with due regard to everyone concerned. The state they are most 
desirous of bringing to an end the recent crisis, and under these 
circumstances I have great pleasure, pending negotiations with the 
Commissioners, in authorising you to reopen the mines.” 


Letter from Mr Fothergill for W. B. Mines to the Ecclesiastical 
Commission 16" January 1882” 

“T beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 13" inst., 
and to inform you that Mr Cain advises me that bargains have been let for 
three months, which I trust will give the requisite time for the 
contemplated negotiations. 
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“Mr Beaumont is prepared to surrender from the I* instant, either the 
whole of the tract or any part which may be required of him, on being 
compensated for his unexhausted improvements, plant, and property, held 
in connection with the whole, or any part which may be surrendered. 

“IT mention compensation as a matter of precaution only, for I do not 
suppose that the Commissioners contemplate doing anything in the nature 
of confiscation, although Mr Beaumont is told it has been mentioned to 
the Board if the mines now came into their own hands — developed as they 
have largely and mainly been by the Lessee’s capital comparatively good 
rents could be obtained for the Ecclesiastical Commissioners during the 
next few years. 

“The late Mr Edmund James Smith gave Mr Beaumont in writing the 
purport of Mr Warrington Smythe’s report, but did not tell him the report 
was confidential. .. 

“The rent in Mr Beaumont’s judgement, should as recommended by 
Mr Warrington Smythe, vary with the price of lead ore, and I propose 5s a 
ton when ore is at £7 a ton and 24s when ore is at £14 a ton with 
intermediate graduations. 

“As to compensation Mr Beaumont is content to abide by valuations 
made by Messrs Chadwick and Adamson of London and Manchester, a 
firm doubtless well known to you.”’ 


Letter from the Ecclesiastical Commissioners to Mr Fothergill 20" 
January 1882.7 

“... Lam to remind you that the Commissioners have not required and 
have no power to require Mr Beaumont to surrender the whole or any 
portion of the tract included in his leases. 

“When Mr Beaumont recently closed the mines it was understood to 
be because he could no longer work them at a profit under the terms of 
the present lease. 

“With a view to alleviate the distress in the dale resulting from, the 
closing of the mines, and also to meet the difficulty under which Mr 
Beaumont considered that he laboured, the Commissioners intimated to 
him their willingness to accept a surrender of the lease on the 30" June 
next, being the end of his current year. To that date the Commissioners 
must in any case adhere in the event of any arrangement for surrender 
being proceeded with. 

“Then acceptance by the Commissioners of the surrender of the 
leases four years before the date at which Mr Beaumont has the option of 
surrendering it, and his consequent release from the payment of an 
aggregate sum of £18,400 (for which payment he is liable in that period) 
is a very substantial concession to Mr Beaumont. The passage therefore 
in your letter in reference to being entitled to compensation does not 
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appear to the Commissioners to be applicable to the case or conformable 
to the terms of the lease. 

“The lease provides that buildings, pit, shafts, levels &c., are to be 
surrendered by the lessee, and in good repair and condition. 

“The Commissioners however would probably be willing to take over 
any necessary machinery and works, and possibly some of the articles and 
things which might be legally removed by the Lessee. 

“Mr Beaumont would seem to have lost sight of the fact that whilst his 
total expenditure upon ‘explorations’ as returned by himself for the fifteen 
years ending 30" June 1879 amounted to £161,000, the Commissioners 
have contributed out of their rent and royalty not less than £108,800 of 
that amount. In view of this fact it is difficult to see what ground there is 
for the allegation that the development of the mines has been made 
‘largely and mainly’ by the Lessees’ capital. 

“In the event of an arrangement for surrender the Commissioners 
would probably be prepared to adopt Mr Beaumont’s suggestion with 
regard to the division of the area. They would also accept the principle of 
a Sliding scale in determining the rate of royalty to become payable, but 
the rate offered (Viz. A scale the graduations of which would commence 
at a minimum 1/28" when lead ore is £7 per ton, and rise to a maximum 
of little more than 1/12" when lead ore is £14 per ton) is one which the 
commissioners could not with their present information accept. ...” 


On Friday 20 January the miners took their bargains and work was to 
resume in the Weardale mines, unfortunately there was a great deal of 
discontent among the miners which is described in the Hexham Herald of 
21" January 1882. 


“Much dissatisfaction has existed amongst the miners of Weardale at the 
present arrangements for working the mines and an agitation is going on 
with the view of getting some better system. According to the Old 
System of working they obtained lent money; now this is not given, and 
hence they argue that a good deal of hardship arises. So great is the 
interest manifested in the movement that, at a public meeting held at St 
John’s Chapel on Saturday night, the Town Hall was crowded.” 


Following this meeting the miners wrote to Mr Beaumont accepting his 
offer to reopen the mines, but protesting at the way his Agents J C Cain 
and T Rumney had calculated their bargains, and the ‘New System’ which 
meant them working without the benefit of ‘Lent Money’. The 
correspondence between the W. B. Company and the Commission 
continued, the W. B. Company putting the affair into the hands of their 
solicitors. 
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Bell, Broderick, and Grey. Solicitors”4 
9 Bow Church Yard, Cheapside, London. 15th February 1882 


“Sir, The matter has been placed in our hands. Mr Fothergill not 
having been favoured with a reply to his letter of 24th Ultimo, we beg 
leave to say we cannot accept your offer to take off our client’s hands his 
mining lease without compensation for his outlay. 

‘The present Bargains expire at the end of next month, and unless 
satisfactory arrangements can be made the mines will be closed.” 


Ecclesiastical Commission, 10 Whitehall Place, London, SW. 
16th February 1882” 


“Sirs, I am directed by the Ecclesiastical Commissioners to 
acknowledge your letter of the 15th instant, informing them that the 
matter of the Weardale Mines has been placed in your hands, and stating 
that "unless satisfactory arrangements can be made the mines will be 
closed at the end of next month.” 

“Upon the receipt of Mr Fothergill’s letter of the 24th ultimo the 
Commissioners instructed their mineral agents to advise with the least 
possible delay as to sliding scale of Royalty, which the Commissioner’s 
could accept in respect of the portion of the mines which Mr Beaumont 
might wish to retain after the contemplated surrender of his lease in June 
next. It is obvious that a scale of Royalty for so important a property 
cannot be settled without the most careful consideration. The 
Commissioners hope to be in position to name terms at an early date. 

“But as you make it a ground of complaint that no reply has as yet 
been sent to Mr Fothergill’s letter of the 24th ultimo, and in view of the 
announcement that the mines may be again closed, I am directed to make 
the following observations in reply to that letter: - 

“The Commissioners regret with Mr Beaumont the divergence of 
views, which exist between themselves and him in reference to the 
proposal for the surrender of the lease of the Weardale mines. 

“The Commissioners have already stated that there can be no 
question of compensation in connection with the surrender of the lease, 
and I am to point out that more than one half of the total expenditure of 
£200,000 which Mr Fothergill states Mr Beaumont has made upon the 
mines since the commencement of the present lease, has been paid by the 
Commissioners out of their rent and royalty. The statement in Mr 
Fothergill’s letter that Mr Beaumont looks upon the allowance to him of 
the sums of £108,000 only as a matter of account is quite unintelligible to 
the Commissioners. 

“Mr Beaumont having declined to furnish the necessary information 
in support of his request for a modification of the terms of his lease, the 
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Commissioners have endeavoured to ascertain from other sources the 
approximate cost of working the mines with a view of deciding upon the 
terms which might be accepted by them for the portion of the mines which 
Mr Beaumont might be desirous of taking after the present lease is 
surrendered. Taking the year ending 30th June 1878, as an average year 
(for 8,196 tons of ore were raised in that year, and the output for the 
seven years ending June 1878, averaged about 8,000 tons), the 
Commissioners have reason to believe that the whole of the expenditure 
made by Mr Beaumont in exploration, added to the net rent and royalty 
paid by him to the Commissioners did not amount to £18,000. Adding to 
this sum, in respect of dead work (apart from exploration) for 
establishment expenses at Newhouse, and for the carriage of the ore to 
the smelting house, a sum of £7,000, which the Commissioners believe to 
be a fair estimate, the total expenditure, apart from the cost of raising and 
washing the ore, the Commissioners understand that this part of the work 
is paid wholly by results, bargains being made with the men at various 
rates per bing of ore washed ready for smelting according to the assumed 
difficulty of raising such ore from the various veins; all the expenses 
incidental to the bringing out, crushing, and washing of the ore being in 
the first instance defrayed by Mr Beaumont, but afterwards deducted by 
him from the amount paid to the men when the bargains terminate. The 
Commissioners also understand that the rates paid vary from 8s to 10s 
per bing at the lowest to 45s and 54s at the highest, or say from £1 per ton 
to £6 15s per ton. The Commissioners believe that £3 2s 6d per ton will 
be found to be a fair average for the cost of raising and washing ore in 
that year. The cost therefore upon 8,000 tons will be £25,000, which 
added to the above-mentioned sum of £25,000, make a total expenditure 
of £50,000 in respect of 8,000 tons of ore. The market value of lead ore 
for 1878 was about £10 10s per ton, or say £84,000 for the 8,000 tons; 
and assuming these estimates to approximate to the actual cost, it would 
leave a profit of £34,000 upon the years workings. If these estimates were 
extended to the years from 1872 to 1877, when the price of lead ore 
amounted on the average to £14 per ton the net profits in these years 
would be found to have been not less that between £50,000 and £60,000 
per annum. 

“Tt has been a matter of some difficulty for the Commissioners to 
obtain the necessary information for making this estimate, and if Mr 
Beaumont is not prepared to accept the conclusions which the 
Commissioners are disposed to draw from the information they have 
obtained, it will be for him to refute them by producing his books and 
disclosing the actual figures. 

“The Commissioners feel bound to make public the correspondence, 
which has passed, between Mr Beaumont and themselves since January 
11th.” 
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On the 2 June 1882 the miners met in the Town Hall at St John’s Chapel, 
after which they sent the following letter to Mr Beaumont.”° 


“Resolution I. That we protest against the new system of lead 
mining. Carried unanimously. 

“Resolution 2. That we protest against the present agents J. C. Cain 
and T. Rumney, and do solemnly declare that we will take no more 
bargains under them. Carried unanimously. 

“We protest against the so called New System because it is 
detrimental to the lessors, lessees and all others concerned in the works. 

“We protest against the agents the agents because of the favouritism 
toward some men and the tyranny practised on others, so that the 
confidence between the present agents and the workmen is utterly 
destroyed, we do most humbly pray to you our employer that you will 
change the New System of working the mines back to the old system 
explained in a letter to you dated January 11th 1882, also change the 
present agents and we will do our very best for you as working men. I 
must add that our enemies spoke the truth in the Echo, June 2nd 1882 as 
regards the bulk of the miners as a body of sober, quiet, and industrious 
workmen, and wishful to continue work. If we can get sober, quiet, 
honest, and trustworthy agents to employ us. As regards the agitators 
they are not outside the workmen. It is a fact that every man present at 
this meeting of June 2nd at 7 o’clock, are present working miners, we can 
give you the names if you desire them. The total number of pickmen 
employed in your mines in Weardale is 191, of which 159 are against the 
present system and agents, leaving a small number of 32 men in their 
favour.” 

“Thomas Emerson secretary to the Weardale Miners Committee.” 

“P.S. We would be very glad if you would meet a deputation of 
miners at any place you might think proper.” 


This decision to strike was not supported by all the miners as the 
following petition shows, 103 men from Weardale, 95 from Allendale and 
91 from Rookhope signed it.?’ 


“To the Hon. W. B. Beaumont Esq. MP.” 
“Sheweth”’ 

“That your petitioners having considered the various difficulties 
connected with the working of the leadmines, during the last few years 
approach you with thankful acknowledgements for the benefits conferred 
by you Hon. Sir. Employing us. 
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“That your petitioners deeply regret your intention to sever 
connection with the Weardale Lead Miner and respectfully request Hon. 
Sir. that your resolve may be so reconsidered and arrangements made 
that it may be our privilege to continue your workmen. 

“That your petitioners give no countenance to part of our fellow 
workmen refusing to work under your present appointed agents and only 
respectfully request Hon. Sir. for a continuance of employment under the 
present agents.” 


The Hexham Herald (8" July 1882) recorded the situation in Weardale 
now further complicated by the action of some of the miners to refuse to 
take their bargains. 


“A crisis of a two-fold character has come to the lead mining industry in 
Weardale. On Monday morning the miners under the employment of Mr 
W. B. Beaumont came out on strike, according to resolutions passed at 
their meetings, that they would take no more bargains under the present 
agents and the new system, their second quarter’s bargains of the year 
having terminated at the end of June. In the meantime Mr Beaumont and 
the Ecclesiastical Commissioners do not appear to have come to any 
settlement in respect to the further working of the mines from this date. 
The Board of Commissioners have submitted to Mr Beaumont a scale of 
rents and dues upon which to base a new lease, failing the acceptance of 
which the Board are willing to submit the whole question to arbitration by 
Mr D. Dale; or thirdly will accept an immediate surrender of the lease, 
taking at a valuation the machinery and movable plant. On the other hand 
Mr Beaumont wishing to retire from mining has offered to sell out to the 
Board his leasehold mining interest in the Parish of Stanhope, or transfer 
it to anew company. The Commissioners are however; not prepared to 
negotiate for the purchase of such mining interest, and in respect of a new 
company a guarantee of financial strength would be required. As the 
scale of royalties submitted does not appear to commend itself to the 
present lessee, the position is critical, for should none of the terms offered 
by the Commissioners be accepted we are informed by them that the 
conditions of the present lease will have to be left undisturbed. It is 
however to be hoped that six months correspondence between the lessee 
and lessor will have brought negotiations so close as to result in a speedy 
and lasting settlement of the terms on which the mines may be worked in 
future.” 


The newspapers of the time are once again the main source of information 
with regard to the increasingly confused situation in Weardale the 
Hexham Courant (7 October 1882) gives the following account. 


“On Monday the Weardale lead mines were partly opened. At the end of 
June the miners, numbering under 200, turned out on strike, on a 
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resolution that they would take no more “bargains” under the present 
agents and the “new system” under which bargains had been taken. 
“Bargains” were consequently not offered for the September quarter, the 
formation of a new company for the working of the Weardale mines being 
anticipated. This company however, does not appear to have been yet 
finally formed, pending which a temporary reduction of royalties we 
understand has been made by the Ecclesiastical Commissioners so that the 
mines could be opened. “Bargains’ were consequently offered late last 
week, when about 30 persons entered into quarterly stipulations to 
commence on Monday. In the meantime mass meetings of the lead 
miners have been held, and resolutions passed confirming their resolution 
on which they acted at the close of June. The bulk of the miners are 
consequently still out, refusing to present themselves for bargains on the 
above ground.” 


On the 7" April 1883 the Hexham Courant reported the situation in 
Weardale. 


“The long pending Weardale lead mines question, which was expected to 
culminate in a satisfactory arrangement on Saturday, as between the 
lessors and lessee, does not appear to have done so. In answer to an 
inquiry, the miners committee were three months ago informed by the 
Ecclesiastical Commission that they (the Commissioners) had “agreed to 
accept a surrender of the lease of these (the Weardale) mines held by Mr 
W B Beaumont, on and from the 31st March 1883.” In the meantime 
bargains could be let to terminate at this date. The Commissioners also 
expressed an opinion that they hoped to find it practicable to make 
arrangements for the carrying on of the mines by other parties from 
Saturday; but the three intervening months do not appear to have been 
sufficient to complete negotiations on all sides, according to a 
communication on Tuesday from the Commissioners to Mr Beaumont’s 
solicitors stating that they (the Commissioners) held the leases “pledged 
to deliver possession” on the 31st ultimo, and that they up to Friday had 
received no reply. The present position of affairs is consequently not 
what was anticipated by the lead miners who have so long been in 
suspense and who anxiously await a settlement of the question. Mr 
Beaumont’s present lease commenced in 1859 and in the ordinary course 
of events could terminate at his sole option in 1886 and 1897. Some years 
ago the question of dues arose, the rent being £4,600. From 1879 to 1880, 
a temporary reduction of dues was made. From the close of the year 1881 
a great deal of correspondence has taken place between lessor and lessee 
in respect to the terms of the lease. No terms being made as to dues the 
lessee intimated his intention of abandoning lead mining and the lessors 
offered to accept a surrender of various conditions where stated, but the 
present crisis appears to rest upon the communication above referred to. 
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The Commissioners state that no difficulties arise with them and that they 
are willing to take current going plant. Further information in answer to 
the Commissioners is anxiously awaited and it is to be hoped that 
arrangements are so far advanced as to cause as little delay as possible. 
The Commissioners however, say they “cannot sanction offers of 
Bargains by Mr Beaumont,” and after the date agreed upon must hold him 
responsible for the condition of the miners. We need not state that Mr 
Beaumont’s answer to the Commissioner’s communication is anxiously 
looked for.” 


“Miners meeting 


“At a meeting at St John’s Chapel on Saturday of the lead mines 
employed in that district, it was stated by Mr T Emmerson that he would 
like to see the following epitome of facts, to show the public that their 
servants (the Ecclesiastical Commission) were justified in demanding the 
surrender of the lease from the present lessee. Twenty-five years ago 
twenty mines were in full work, giving employment to 1,200 pickmen, 
besides all other wage men, washers &c. In 1871 only nine mines were 
working and 722 pickmen, &c., whereas when the mines stopped in July 
1882; only four mines were working and 191 pickmen.” 


The Ecclesiastical Commission sent copies of their letters on the subject 
of the Weardale mines to the Hexham Herald for publication these 
appeared in the newspaper of 14 April 1883. 


“The following communications have been received from _ the 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners, Whitehall Place.” 


“Gentlemen, The subjoined communications have passed between the 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners and Mr W. B. Beaumont, MP. relative to 
the Weardale mines, and the Board are desirous that the same should be 
made public at the earliest opportunity:” 


“Telegram from Messrs White, Borrett and Grey and Co., to Messrs 
Dees and Thompson dated April 2nd. 


“In the absence of any communication from you on behalf of Mr 
Beaumont, and before placing the papers in the hands of the Counsel, the 
Commissioners have authorised us to make the following offer, without 
prejudice, however, to the agreement to surrender on the 31st of March, or 
to their present position, and with a view, if possible to an amicable 
settlement of the matter, viz., “provided possession is given to the 
Commissioners on or before Saturday next, the 7th April, the 
Commissioners will be prepared, on receiving possession, either (1) to 
pay Mr Beaumont the sum of £25,000 for the whole of the contents of the 
two schedules delivered by him, with the exception of the lead ore 
referred to in the miscellaneous schedule; or (2nd), to pay to Mr 


29 


Beaumont the sum of £20,00, and undertake to pay the balance which 
shall be found to remain when the valuation has been made by the umpire, 
together with the interest rate of 4 per cent per annum from the date upon 
which possession is given. Any question which may arise in reference to 
the right of the lessee in regard to the various items in the schedule to be 
determined by a legal referee.” 


“Copy of letter from Messrs Dees and Thompson, to Messrs White, 
Borrett and Co., dated Newcastle, 3rd April 1883. 


“We telegraphed today to state that the offer of the Commissioners made 
in your telegram of yesterday cannot be accepted. We venture to hold a 
view entirely different from that which you express yourselves as taking 
of the effect of the correspondence and the position of the parties.” 


“We are now anxiously waiting for another reply from Mr Beaumont. 
Nothing has been received up to this date.” 


The Hexham Courant (12' May 1883) published the following letter from 
The Ecclesiastical Commission to Mr T Emmerson the secretary of the 
Weardale miners Committee. 


“Sir, I have to acknowledge on behalf of the Ecclesiastical Commission 
your letter of the 1st inst. asking for information respecting the probable 
date of the reopening of the mines, and in reply I am directed to state that 
the Commissioners did all in their power to bring about a settlement with 
their lessee on the agreed date of the 31st March last. 


“Other terms have been proposed by the lessee, and every effort is being 
made on the Commissioner’s part to come to a final settlement, if possible 
before the 30th June. 


“The Commissioner’s greatly regret the protracted delay, but as soon as 
they can obtain possession of the mines steps will be taken for reopening 
them so as to put an end to the state of uncertainty and anxiety which has 
so long prevailed.” 


The date agreed on between the Ecclesiastical Commissioners and Mr 
Beaumont for the surrendering of his lease was the 31‘ March 1883. It 
was not until the end of May that a settlement was reached, the 
Commissioners agreed to pay Mr Beaumont £140, 000 for the equipment 
&c. that they were to acquire. 


The mines in Weardale were taken over by the Weardale Mining 
Company; this news was reported in three articles that appeared in the 
Hexham Courant. 


2 June 1883 
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“An announcement on Saturday that the long pending question between 
the Ecclesiastical Commissioner’s and the lessee, Mr Beaumont, points to 
the beginning of a new era in the history of the old established lead 
mining industry in Weardale. For some years the Weardale lead-mining 
question has kept the dale in anxious suspense, and the news of the 
settlement was received with some excitement, and banners were 
displayed in various parts of the dale. Mr W B Beaumont retires from 
lead mining in Weardale with which district the Blackett and Beaumont 
families have been associated for a considerable period. The produce of 
the “W B mines” was at one time one-sixth of the produce of Great 
Britain, and about one-tenth of the produce of Europe, whilst the number 
of hands employed was at one time from two to three thousand, with a 
depending population on the industry of some ten or eleven thousand. 
The present employees will terminate their engagements on Saturday, and 
we understand the tenant farmers under Mr Beaumont are under notice. 
The Commissioners it is said will take over the whole of Mr Beaumont’s 
interests in the Weardale lead mining field. The miners feel grateful to 
the Commissioners who have done their utmost to bring matters to a 
close. The lessor’s arrangements have not been disclosed, but the miners 
have been informed that as soon as they have obtained possession the 
Commissioner’s would take steps to have them reopened, so as to put an 
end to the long prevailing uncertainty. These arrangements are supposed 
to be complete. The question being the all-absorbing topic, the 
probability has been discussed in the dale of the present companies 
figuring in the arrangements. The London Lead Company are now 
working the south side of Bolihope, and the company and _ the 
Stotfieldburn Lead Mining Company are supposed to be in the want of 
extension of royalty. The Weardale Iron and Coal Company is working at 
the Red vein Weardale that if the royalties held by Mr Beaumont were in 
the hands of some four or five companies it would be best for the interests 
of the valley.”?8 


23 June 1883 

“We are glad to state that those extensive royalties lately held by Mr W B 
Beaumont MP. have been relet by the Ecclesiastical Commissioner’s for 
England. The new lessees are a large and wealthy London mining 
company, the chairman of which is Mr Batters, London. We are also 
informed that the new company have power given to sub-let any portion 
they may desire. They have also taken the whole of the plant &c., off the 
hands of the lessors, and are busy making arrangements to commence 
operations about the beginning of next month, when they expect to be ina 
position to give employment to some hundreds of pickmen. Mr Blenkron 
has been offered the post of chief agent, with Mr Trulees as sub agent. 
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What has been the great drawback to the thorough development of mining 
- a lent money system to the miners - will be again instituted.””? 


14 July 1883 

“The directors of the Weardale Lead Company, Limited are now staying 
at Stanhope Hall, and are active in arranging for a commencement of 
work. On Saturday a meeting of the Board took place, and also an 
inspection of the Killhope district. The Board considered and agreed 
several preliminary points in respect to the early commencement of 
mining operations. In the first place the directors met the representative 
of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, Mr Linsey Wood, who handed over 
to the new company the mines and royalties, plant, &c., which had been 
paid for prior to the directors coming down to the north. At the respective 
mines several appointments were made of under-agents or local men, 
retaining as far as possible those who had been in the service of Mr 
Beaumont. The chief appointments of the company are under 
consideration by the Board. A Stanhope correspondent was informed on 
Saturday evening by the Board of Directors that they had agreed that the 
men should have monthly subsistence or “lent money,” and that every 
encouragement would be given to the miners in respect to the working 
and developing the mines. On Monday the representatives or agents of 
the mines. On Monday the representatives or agents of the company went 
through the mines, for the purpose of setting as many bargains as possible, 
as the directors are anxious that the distress in the dale may be as early as 
possible relieved. Bargains will be let to the miner’s set to work as far as 
possible during the week. Whilst the Directors were at Cowshill on 
Saturday they were waited upon by a deputation of miners, and several 
points interesting to the men were laid before the Board and considered, 
and upon the whole the deputation were encouraged and satisfied with the 
interview. There is every prospect of the old mining field of Weardale 
again coming to the front. 


“Bolihope Lead Mines 

The Bolihope royalty now in the hands of the London Lead Company has 
been extended. The operation in this vale have been limited to the south 
side of the stream of Bolihope. The royalty will now include the north 
side, bounded by an imaginary line running from Buddy Holm Bridge on 
the Wear and the corner of Rogetley Park to Westernhope Burn Head. 
This worked, and will be a great acquisition to the London Lead 
Company, who at present employs considerable number of men at their 
Bolihope mines. 


“Opening of the Weardale Mines 

On Wednesday the Weardale lead mines under the new company were 
opened. On Monday and Tuesday the directors, Mr G Richardson 
(chairman), Mr George Hopkins, Mr Maxfield, and Mr B Broughton, 
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accompanied by Mr Batters and the engineers, Mr Treleare and Mr 
Blenkiron, went through the mining fields and attended to the letting of 
bargains assisted by the local agents, Messrs Watson, Thompson, and 
Philipson. The chairman (accompanied by Mrs Richardson) and the other 
directors were very pleased with the attitude of the men, and the terms on 
which bargains have been let have given great satisfaction to the miners. 
The directors give the 50s “lent money,” have fixed three months bargains 
which can be terminated at the option of the men at the end of one or two 
months, but stand good on the side of the company for three months. 
During Tuesday Messrs Richardson and Hopkins, and Mr Treleare and 
the agents Messrs Watson and Thompson, let bargains and placed 60 men 
in Killhope, and 36 in Burtree Pastures; and on the previous day Messrs 
Maxfield and Broughton attended at the offices at the letting of the 
bargains at Green laws mine. About 50 will be employed at Rookhope. 
Mr Hopkins addressed the men prior to taking bargains on Tuesday, and 
said that they wished to establish perfect confidence between men and 
masters, and the company intended setting on as many men as possible. 
A Stanhope correspondent in an interview with the directors was informed 
that the company were disposed to break virgin ground as early as 
possible, that instructions had been given to the mining engineers with 
that view, and that the company were not at present disposed to sublet any 
of this royalty. A large number of men have returned to Weardale, and 
ultimately whole will no doubt be employed, as the company seem 
anxious to fully develop the resources of the dale. On Saturday the 
Weardale miners held their second annual demonstration and gala on 
Ireshope Plains, near St John’s Chapel.’*° 
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Appendix 1 
The Ecclesiastical Commission for England to W. B. Beaumont 12" 
May 1859 
Lease of Lead Mines in the parishes of Stanhope & Wolsingham in 
the County of Durham (NRO 672/C34) 


This Indenture made the twelfth day of May 1859 between the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners for England (herein after referred to by the expression “the said 
lessors” when the same is herein after used which expression it is hereby declared 
comprises also the successors & assigns of the said Commissioners unless the sense or 
context excludes that construction) of the one part and Wentworth Blackett Beaumont 
of Bywell Hall in the County of Northumberland Esquire (herein after referred to by 
the expression “the said lessee” when the same is herein after used which expression it 
is hereby declared comprises also his executors, administrators & assigns unless the 
sense or context excludes that construction) of the other part. 

Whereas by two several Indentures of lease dated respectively the 16" day of 
July 1847 and respectively made between Edward then Lord Bishop of Durham of the 
one part and John Staniforth Beckett of the other part the lead mines and 
hereditaments hereinafter expressed to be hereby demised were by the said Bishop 
(who was devised thereby in fee simple in right of his See) granted and demised in 
separate portions unto the said John Staniforth Beckett his heirs and assigns during the 
lives named in the said leases respectively and the life of the longest liver of them 
subject to the payment of the perpetual curate for the time being of the curacy of 
Lanchester in the said County of Durham of the annual sum of £140 & yielding and 
paying to the said Bishop and his successor one full 9" part of all such lead ore should 
be gotten from the said mines and also the several yearly rents of £10 and £22 3s 8d as 
therein mentioned and Whereas the lead mines and Hereditaments demised by the 
same indentures of lease have become vested in the said lessee for all the Estate term 
and interest by such of the said Indentures of lease respectively granted therein. 

And Whereas by virtue of an Act of Parliament passed in the session of the 4" 
and 5" years of her present majesties reign chap 39 and by virtue of an order of her 
said majesty in council dated the 4" day of April 1856 and published in the London 
Gazette on the 22" day of April 1856 ratifying a scheme of the said Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners with the consent of the Bishop of Durham the Estate in fee simple of 
& in the lead mine and hereditament hereinafter expressed to be hereby demised has 
(subject to the said recited leases & to the payment or render to the respective 
Rectors for the time being of Stanhope and Wolsingham in the county of Durham of 
the full tithe or tenth part of all lead ore or ore digged won or gotten out of all or any 
of the lead mines within the said parishes respectively (which the said tithe or tenth is 
payable by the said lessee during the continuance of the said leases) become vested in 
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the said lessors to be held or disposed of in a manner provided by the said last two 
mentioned Acts or some other Act or Acts of Parliament relating to the said 
Commissioners concerning the Common Fund. 

And Whereas by the Stanhope and Wolsingham Rectories Act 1858 the tithe or 
tenth of all lead ore to be digged won or gotten out of all or any of the lead mines 
within the parishes of Stanhope and Wolsingham respectively in the County of 
Durham, subject and without prejudice to the rights of the Reverend William Nicholas 
Darnell and Charles Duberly the present Rectors of the said parishes respectively to 
the same tithe or tenth salary as they continue Rectors as aforesaid was transferred to 
and become vested in the said lessors to be held and administered in the manner 
provided as aforesaid as part of their Common Fund. 

And Whereas in pursuance of the powers and provisions of the said Acts or 
some or one of them and of an Act of the 6" and 7" years of her said majesties reign 
Cap 37 the said lessors have contracted with the said lessee to grant to him such lease 
as is hereinafter contained. Now this Indenture Witnesseth that in pursuance of the 
said contract and in consideration as well of the surrender of the said two several 
Indentures of lease hereinafter recited made by the said Wentworth Blackett Beaumont 
to the said lessors by an In denture bearing date the day next (before the date of these 
present as of the rents hereinafter reserved and the covenants hereinafter contained on 
the part of the said lessee to be observed and performed the said lessors do hereby 
demise and lease unto the said lessee the office of Moorman otherwise Moor Master 
and all and singular the lead mines, lead and lead ore or ure as wellopened or not 
opened within the parishes of Stanhope and Wolsingham in the County of Durham 
that do now appertain to the Lord Bishop of Durham with all and every of their 
appurtenance together with all and all manner of fees profits commodities liberties and 
advantages in and well to the lead office belonging or appertaining or which have been 
accepted reputed or taken as part parcel or member of the said office or by any ways 
incident thereunto in as large or ample manner or form as any person or persons 
exercising the said office of Moorman otherwise Moor master has or have hereto fore 
enjoyed had or occupied or of right might or ought to have enjoyed had or occupied 
the same. And also (but without its being intended by this special description to limit 
the generality of the terms of the demise hereinbefore contained) all and singular the 
lead mines lead and lead ore or ure as well opened as not opened within or under the 
several parishes of Stanhope and Wolsingham or either of them in the said County of 
Durham and within or under all and every the lands lakes and inclosed ground of all 
and singular the copyholders lessees tenants for years and customary tenants late of 
the said Bishop and now of the said lessors and every of them in Weardale in the said 
County of Durham. And also the full tithe or tenth of all the lead ore or ore to be 
digged won or gotten out of all or any of the said lead mines within the said parishes 
of Stanhope and Wolsingham respectively. 

Together so far as the said lessors have power to grant the same with all such 
rights liberties powers and authorities as are next hereinafter specified that is to say as 
to or have and to use and alter the present and to dig sink drive and otherwise make 
and have and use and alter as the said lessee may deem necessary or convenient any 
other pits shafts pumps adits level drifts outstrokes instrokes air courses waterways 
and other works and conveniences in upon through or within the several lands or 
grounds within or under which the said mines lead and lead ore to be hereby demised 
do lie or any part thereof for effectually or conveniently mining working and carrying 
on as well the mines and premises hereby demised as any other mines for the time 
being belonging to or in the tenure or occupation of the said lessee. 
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And also to have occupy and use sufficient and convenient ground room and 
heap room in upon or under the said lands or grounds or any part thereof as well for 
depositing the produce of the said mines hereby demised and such other mines as 
aforesaid and placing and heaping the waste refuse and rubbish arising therefrom as 
for washing dressing and crushing the ore thereof respectively and foe effectually 
separating the same from all soil dirt and other substances mixed with them and for 
any other purpose connected with the working and carrying on of the said mines 
respectively or otherwise authorised by these presents. 

And also to have and use and repair and alter the present and to form make and 
maintain and repair and alter as the said lessee may deem necessary or convenient any 
other railway or railways or other way or ways upon thereof and over or within the 
said lands or grounds or any part thereof for the purpose of working the said mines 
and premises hereby demised or any such other mines & shafts or for sending the 
produce thereof irrespectively whether raw or manufactured or for sending or carrying 
any materials goods or articles for the use thereof respectively or of the workmen 
thereof respectively or for any other purpose authorised by that presents. 

And also to search for dig win & get stones slate sand gravel peat turf coal clay 
& lime & to make bricks and tiles & to burn lime within or upon the said lands or 
ground for any purpose authorised by these presents but not for sale. And also upon or 
within the said lands or grounds to have and to use and repair and alter the present and 
to erect build set up and maintain and repair and alter as the said lessee may deem 
necessary or convenient any other agents and workmen’s dwelling houses, storehouses 
crushing mills smelt mills and other mills flues and chimneys whether vertical or 
horizontal smithies forges furnaces hovels stables ponds reservoirs dams waterways 
bridges engines machines and other works and conveniences of every kind or sort so 
ever whether of present use or of future invention for effectually or conveniently 
working or carrying on the said lead mines and premises hereby demised and such 
other mines as aforesaid and for smelting Calcining separating refining or otherwise 
manufacturing the produce thereof respectively or otherwise in or about the exercise 
of the aforesaid powers or any of them. And generally to do perform and execute and 
have and use all such acts matters and things and powers and authorities in upon 
within and under the said lands or grounds or any part thereof as the lessors have 
power to grant and as the said lessee shall deem necessary or expedient for the 
working of the said mines and premises hereby demised or any such other lead mines 
as aforesaid or otherwise for carrying on the same respectively or for any other 
purpose authorised by these presents. Excepting and always reserving unto the said 
lessor full powers and authority to grant or demise way leave and passage to any 
public company or companies or ant person or persons or any other purpose 
whatsoever in through over or along any of the said lands or grounds in through over 
& along which but for their presents & the said several hereinbefore recited Indentures 
of lease they could grant & demise the same with liberties to make farm & use the 
same land to crop gather over or under but not upon a level or way made or used by 
virtue of these presents and to pass and re pass in through over and along any such 
other ways with horses and any other animals and waggons and other carriages 
propelled by steam or otherwise but the same ways shall be made formed and used so 
as not to prejudice or interfere with any buildings aircourses watercourses pits shafts 
adits levels heaps rooms roads ways or other works or conveniences made or used by 
virtue of these presents. 

To have and to hold the said mines powers and privileges and all singular other 
premises expressed to be hereby demised to the said lessee from the making hereof for 
the term hereinafter mentioned that is to say until the 30" day of June next following 
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the day on which the said William Nicholas Darnell shall by death or otherwise cease 
to be Rector of the said parish of Stanhope (in the margin is written “of 63 years from 
1 Jan 18” also “died 19 June 1865”’) & thereforth for the further period of 63 years to 
be computed from the same 30" day of June subject as to the said tithe or tenth to the 
rights of the said William Nichols Darnell shall continue such Rector as aforesaid (it 
being intended as is hereinafter provided that the said lessors shall indemnify the said 
lessee against all claims and demands if any of the said Charles Duberly arising after 
the said William Nicholas Darnell shall have ceased to be such Rector as aforesaid) 
and subject also to the payment salary as the said William Nicholas Darnell shall 
continue such Rector as aforesaid unto the Reverend John Faithfall Fanshaw 
Perpetual Curate of the Curacy of Lanchester aforesaid of the yearly sum of £140 of 
lawful money of the United Kingdom by equal Quarterly payments at the feasts of the 
Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Pentecost, Lammas and St Martin the Bishop 
in Winter, without deduction for any rates taxes or assessments which now or shall be 
hereafter imposed or payable upon or in respect of the said demised premises or any 
part thereof by Act of Parliament or otherwise how soever (Except the property tax 
payable by Landlords) in satisfaction of the like annual sum charged on part of the 
said premises expressed to be hereby demised by an indenture bearing date on or 
about the 13" day of September 1834 under and by virtue of an Act of Parliament 
passed in the session held in the 1“ and 2™ years of the reign of his late majesty King 
William 4 Cap 45 (it being intended as is hereinafter provided that the said lessors 
shall indemnify the said lessee against the payment of the said annual sum from the 
time the said William Nicholas Darnell shall cease to be such Rector as aforesaid) and 
rendering and delivering therefore unto the said lessors yearly during the said term 
hereby granted one full 9" part of all the lead ore to be from time to time produced and 
obtained by the said lessee from the mines hereby demised clean and well washed and 
without deduction of any manner of charges whatsoever for the winning getting and 
washing the same or any other charges whatsoever it being hereby agreed that all lead 
ore the produce of the mines hereby demised shall immediately upon the same being 
worked become liable to the said render of one 9" part thereof but that the same one 
9‘. part shall not be actually delivered until the said ore shall have been brought to the 
surface and washed within 12 calendar months after the same shall be so worked 
unless the doing thereof is prevented by fire storm inundation want of water 
confederacy or strike of workmen or other inevitable accident_and_ in every such 
excepted case as soon as reasonably may be after the preventing cause shall cease or 
be removed. 

And also yielding and paying unto the said lessors as long as the said William 
Nicholas Darnell shall continue such Rector as aforesaid the yearly rent of £10 of the 
like lawful money making the said yearly sum of £140 to be paid to the Perpetual 
Curate of Lanchester for the time being as aforesaid the yearly sum of £150. And also 
yielding and paying unto the said lessors so long as the said William Nicholas Darnell 
shall continue such Rector as aforesaid the further yearly rent of £22 3s 8d of like 
lawful money for redeemed Land Tax. 

And also yielding and paying unto the said lessors for or in respect of the period 
which shall elapse between the day on which the said William Nicholas Darnell shall 
cease to be Rector as aforesaid and the 30" day of June then next ensuing such a 
proportion of the sum of £4800 of the like lawful money as that period shall bear to 
one year such proportion to be paid on the 30" day of June. And also yielding and 
paying unto the lessors yearly during the residue of the said term granted on and after 
the said 30" day of June next ensuing the day on which the said William Nicholas 
Darnell shall cease to be such Rector and aforesaid (in addition) to the said render of 
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the said one 9" the yearly rent of £4800 of the like lawful money by equal quarterly 
payments on the 31‘ day of September the 31‘ day of March and the 30" day of June 
in every year the 1‘ payment to be made on the 30" day of September next after the 
30" day of June following the day on which the said William Nicholas Darnell shall 
cease to be Rector as aforesaid. The said years rent of £4800 and such proportional 
part thereof as aforesaid to be payable during the several periods aforesaid whether 
any of the said mines shall be worked or not or whether they shall be capable of being 
worked or not. All which reservations and rents shall be rendered and paid without 
deduction for any rates taxes or assessments which are now or shall be hereafter 
imposed or payable on or in respect of the said demised premises or the produce 
thereof respectively by Act of Parliament or otherwise howsoever (Except the 
Landlords Property Tax) And the said lessee doth hereby for himself his heirs 
executors administrators and assigns covenant and agree with the said lessors in 
manner following that is to say that the said lessee or his agents or workmen will from 
time to time during the said term hereby granted render and deliver unto the said 
lessors or their agents or servants one full 9" part of all lead ore to be from time to 
time produced and obtained for the said lessee from the said mines hereby demised in 
manner aforesaid according to the true intent of the reservation or provision in that 
behalf hereinbefore contained. And also that the said lessee or his agents will on or 
before the 1*t day of March in every year of the said term hereby granted make and 
deliver to the said lessors or their agents an account in writing signed by the said 
lessee or his agent of the quantity of lead ore worked from the mines thereby demised 
and also of the quantities of such ore washed during the year ending on the 31% day of 
June then last preceding, or on such other day or respective days (if any) as may be 
from time to time mutually agreed upon between the said lessor and the said lessee. 
And also will from time to time during the said term hereby granted pay the several 
yearly primary rents and sums of money herein reserved on the several days hereby 
appointed for the payment thereof without deduction and according to the true intent 
of these presents. And also will from time to time during the said term hereby granted 
pay or discharge all rates taxes and assessments which are now or shall be hereafter 
during the said term imposed or payable upon or in respect of the said demised 
premises or the produce thereof or any part thereof respectively by Act of Parliament 
or otherwise however (except the Landlords Property Tax). 

And further that the said lessee unless prevented by fire or other inevitable 
accident will during the said term granted keep and have forthcoming at the principle 
office of the said lessee or some other convenient place above ground within the said 
parish of Stanhope the parish of Wolsingham or the parish of Allendale proper plans 
showing all workings from time to time after the 30" day of June 1860 to be made in 
the said hereby demised mines and also proper accounts showing the quantities of all 
lead ore the produce of the said lead mines which shall from time to time be washed. 
And also that the said lessors or their agents may at all reasonable times during the 
said term have free access to and examine and peruse and at their own cost take copies 
of or extracts from all such of the said plans and accounts hereby covenanted to be 
report as may have been made within 5 years next preceding the application for each 
such examination. 

And also that every person or persons employed by and at the cost of the said 
lessors may at any time or times during the said term take an account in writing of all 
lead ore which shall be worked out and washed and carried away from the lead mines 
and premises and be allowed all proper facilities for taking such account. And also 
that at such times as the said lessors or their agent may require not exceeding twice in 
every year during the said term the said lessee will enable any persons not exceeding 3 
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in number employed by the said lessor or their agent conveniently to descend into and 
view the workings of the said mines hereby demised and to measure the same or adopt 
any other proper means to ascertain the condition thereof and also conveniently to 
ascend and return therefrom such persons thereby doing as little damage as may be 
and interrupting as little as may be the working of the said mines hereby demised. 
And will upon every such view cause two or more of the servants or workmen 
employed by him who have a full knowledge of the said workings to attend and assist 
the persons so employed as aforesaid to view the said workings. And also that the said 
lessee will from time to time during the said term hereby granted make such 
compensations to the owners and occupiers of any of the said lands or grounds as they 
may be legally entitled to in respect of any damages to be sustained by them by reason 
of the exercise of the powers hereby granted. And will keep harmless and indemnified 
the said lessors and their agents and servants from all actions suits and proceedings 
which may be instituted by any of such owners or occupiers in respect of such 
damages as aforesaid. And further that the said lessee during the said term will not 
hush any earth for discovering or obtaining any ore without the previous licence in 
writing of the said lessors or do any wilful act to the prejudice of the said mines or any 
part thereof. And further that the said lessee will at the end or sooner determination of 
the term hereby granted yield and deliver up to the said lessors the quiet and peaceable 
possession of the hereby demised mines and premises and of all such buildings of 
brick or stone aircourses watercourses pits shafts levels adits or ways made or used by 
virtue of these presents in upon or under the said lands or grounds as at any time 
within 2 years next preceding the determination of the said term shall have been used 
by the said lessee in carrying on the said mines hereby demised and that in good repair 
and condition unless the leaving thereof in such repair and condition be prevented by 
inevitable accident. 

Provided always & it is hereby agreed that the said lessee shall be at liberty at 
any time within 18 calendar months after the expiration or sooner determination of the 
said term to take and carry away the machinery works articles and things which would 
be legally removable by him at the time of the expiration or determination of the said 
term according to the provisions hereincontained. Provided also and it is hereby 
further declared that it shall be lawful for the said lessee at any time or times within 
the space of 12 calendar months after the expiration or other sooner determination of 
this demise to wash and crush the ores which shall have been produced by him during 
any part of the said term and to smelt calcine separate refine and otherwise 
manufacture the same and to move and to carry away the said ore and the produce 
thereof the said lessee first rendering to the said lessors the full amount of their dues in 
manner herein before mentioned. And also within the same period for that purpose to 
repair any of the said Railways or other ways and the machinery works articles and 
things erected or used thereon. 

And it is hereby declared that the machinery works articles and things which are 
removable as aforesaid by the said lessee comprise all engines and machinery and all 
houses and hovels built with deals or timber and all rails plates chairs sleepers sheaves 
ropes and rollers of or belonging to railways whether on the surface or underground 
erected fixed or used in upon within or under any of the said lands or grounds by 
virtue of these presents and also all moveable implements articles and things 
whatsoever of or belonging to the said lessee but all such articles and things 
hereinbefore declared to be removable as shall not be removed within the time 
aforesaid shall become the property of the lessors. 

Provided also and it is hereby declared that if the said rents hereby reserved or 
any of them or any part thereof respectively shall be behind or unpaid for 30 days next 
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after any of the days or times when the same should be respectively rendered or paid 
as aforesaid it shall be lawful for the said lessors to enter upon the lands or grounds 
used for the purposes of the said mines hereby demised and restrain all or any part of 
the lead or lead ore in or about the pits shafts or drifts of the said mines hereby 
demised and the engines machines carriages horses or other materials and things being 
at or upon or used in or about the said mines hereby demised and to take their said 9 
part of the said lead ore and to keep lead or carry away and sell and dispose of the 
remainder of such distress in order to satisfy the rents so in arrear and the reasonable 
costs of such distress and sale rendering the overplus if any unto the said lessee. 
Provided always and it is hereby further declared that if the several rents hereby 
reserved or any part of them or any part thereof respectively although not demanded 
when due shall be in arrear or unpaid for the span of 60 days after a demand in writing 
thereof to be made by the said lessors or their agent upon or at any time after the day 
of payment thereof (such demand being delivered to the said lessee or sent by post or 
otherwise to his usual or last known place of abode in England or left for him at the 
principal office of the said mines hereby demised in the neighbourhood thereof) it 
shall be lawful for the said lessors or their agent with or without any person or persons 
to enter into and upon and resume possession of the mines and premises hereby 
demised or any part thereof in the name of the whole and thereupon this demise and 
the term hereby granted shall cease and determine but without prejudice to the right of 
the said lessors and the said lessee respectively to recover upon or enforce the 
performance of any covenants hereincontained which shall be then broken or 
unperformed or which are to be performed at or after the expiration or sooner 
determination of the said term. 

Provided always and it is hereby further declared that in case the said term 
hereby granted shall be determined by virtue of the aforesaid power of re-entry a 
proportionate part of the said pecuniary rents hereby reserved shall accrue and be 
recoverable in respect of the time if any which may have elapsed of the current quarter 
of a year or other period as the case may be of the said term such proportionate part to 
be paid and discharged immediately on the determination of the said term and the 
whole of the said other rent shall be rendered according to the true intent of the 
presents. Provided always and it is hereby further declared that in case the said lessee 
shall be desirous of quitting or giving up the mines and premises hereby demised at 
the end of the 21% or 42" year of the said period of 63 years and of such desire shall 
give to the said lessors or their secretary or send to them by post or otherwise to their 
principle office 12 calendar months previous notice in writing then at the expiration of 
the year mentioned in such notice and on all the rents reservations and sums of money 
which ought to be paid or rendered by him or them according to the true intent and 
meaning of these presents being fully paid and satisfied up to that time this Indenture 
shall cease and determine but without prejudice to the right of the said lessors and the 
said lessee respectively to recover upon or enforce the observance or performance of 
any covenants herein contained which shall be broken or unperformed or which are to 
be observed or performed at or after the expiration or sooner determination of the said 
term here by granted. 

Provided always and it is hereby further declared that in case the said lessee 
shall be desirous of quitting or giving up that part only of the said mine and premises 
hereby demised which is described in the schedule hereunder written and which is 
hereafter referred to as the said Bollyhope Tract at the end of the 21% or 42" year of 
the said period of 63 years and of such desire shall give to the said lessors or their 
secretary or send to them by post at their principle office in London 12 calendar 
months previous notice in writing then at the expiration of the year mentioned in such 
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notice and upon all the rents reservations and sums of money hereby reserved or made 
payable which ought to be paid up to that time by the lessee according to the true 
intent and meaning of these presents being so paid this Indenture shall so far but so far 
only as regards the said Bollyhope Tract cease and determine and these presents shall 
thenceforth operate and endure as a demise of the remainder of the said mines and 
premises expressed to be hereby demised for so much of the said term of 63 years as 
shall be then unexpired subject to the said quarterly render to the lessors of one 9" part 
of all lead ore to be obtained from such remainder and to the payment of the yearly 
rent or sum of £4600 being a proportion of the said yearly rent of £4800 respectively 
at the time and in manner hereinbefore expressed for payment of the said several 
yearly rents or sums and with under and subject to all the powers and covenants 
agreements and provisions hereincontained except so far as the same relate to or affect 
the said Bollyhope Tract and accordingly these presents including the proviso lastly 
hereinbefore contained shall be henceforth made and construed throughout as if the 
same had not comprised the said Bollyhope Tract and as if the said yearly pecuniary 
rent hereby reserved had been the yearly rent or sum of £4600 instead of the yearly 
rent or sum of £4800 but such cessor or determination of these presents as regards the 
Bollyhope Tract is to be without prejudice to the right of the said lessor and the said 
lessee respectively to recover and enforce the observance or performance of any 
covenants hereincontained which as regards the same Tract shall be then broken or 
unperformed or are to be observed and performed at or after the expiration or the 
sooner determination of the said term hereby granted. Provided also and it is hereby 
further declared that in case the said lessee shall be desirous of quitting or giving up 
all the mines and premises hereby demised except the said Bollyhope Tract at the end 
of the 21° or 42" year of the said period of 63 years and of such desire shall give to 
the said lessors or their secretary or send to them by post or otherwise at their principle 
office 12 calendar months previous notice in writing then at the expiration of the year 
mentioned in such notice and upon all the rents reservations and sums of money 
hereby reserved or made payable which ought to be paid by the lessee up to that time 
according to the true intent and meaning of these presents being duly paid this 
Indenture shall so far as regards all the same mines and premises except the Bollyhope 
Tract cease and determine and these presents shall thenceforth operate and endure as a 
demise of the said Bollyhope Tract for so much of the 63 years as shall be then 
unexpired subject to the said yearly render of one 9" part of all lead ore to be obtained 
from such tract and to the payment of the yearly rent or sum of £200 being a 
proportion of the said yearly rent of £4800 and with under and subject to all the 
powers covenants agreements and provisions herein contained so far as the same relate 
to or affect the said Bollyhope Tract and accordingly there present including the 
proviso immediately preceding the proviso lastly hereinbefore contained shall 
thenceforth be read and construed throughout as if the same had comprised the said 
Bollyhope Tract only and as if the said yearly pecuniary rent hereby reserved had been 
the yearly rent of £200 instead of the said yearly rent or sum of £4800. But such 
cessor or determination of these presents as regards the said mines and premises other 
than the said Bollyhope Tract is to be without prejudice to the right of the said lessors 
and the said lessee respectively to recover upon or enforce the observance or 
performance of any covenants hereincontained which as regards the same mines and 
premises shall be then broken or underperformed or are to be observe3d and 
performed at or after the expiration or sooner determination of the said term hereby 
granted. And the said lessors do hereby for themselves and their successors and 
assigns covenant with the said lessee that the said lessee rendering and paying the 
several rents hereby reserved in the manner and at the several times hereinbefore 
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appointed for the render and payment thereof respectively and performing the several 
covenants therein contained on his part to be performed shall and may during the said 
term hereby granted determinable nevertheless as herein before provided peaceably 
and quietly have hold and enjoy the mines and premises hereby expressed to be 
demised without the lawful let suit trouble interruption evictions or disturbance of the 
said lessors or any person or persons claiming or to claim by from through under or in 
trust for them or the said Bishop or by or through their or his default privity or 
procurement. And further that the said lessors will from the time when the said 
William Nicholas Darnell shall cease to be such Rector as aforesaid during the then 
residue of the said term hereby granted pay unto the Perpetual Curate of Lanchester 
aforesaid for the time being the said yearly sum of £140 and keep the said lessee and 
the mines and premises hereby demised indemnified therefrom and from all actions 
suits and other proceedings claims and demands in respect thereof and also will from 
the time aforesaid and during the then residue of the said term keep the said lessee and 
also the mines and premises hereby demised indemnified from and against the said 
Charles Duberlys’ right and interest in the said tithe or tenth of lead ore in the said 
parish of Wolsingham and all actions suits and other proceedings claims and demands 
in respect thereof. Provided always that in the case of William Nicholas Darnell shall 
at any time be led to resign his said Rectory as part or in pursuance of an arrangement 
between him and the said Ecclesiastical Commissioners under the said Act intitled the 
Stanhope and Wolsingham Rectories Act 1858 then and that case a certain lease 
granted by the said William Nicholas Darnell to the late Mrs Diana Beaumont of the 
tithe or tenth of lead ore belonging to the said Rectory of Stanhope by an Indenture 
dated the 12" day of February 1831 for a term of 50 years provided certain persons 
therein named and referred to any of them should so long live and provided the said 
William Nicholas Darnell should so long continue Rector of the said Rectory shall be 
or be considered to remain in full force and effect as against the said Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners and their successors during the life of the said William Nicholas 
Darnell provided such of the persons referred to in the said lease as are now living or 
either of them shall so long live but so nevertheless that the said Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners shall be entitled in the place of the said William Nicholas Darnell to 
the rent and the benefit of all the covenants conditions and agreements by and in the 
same Indenture of lease reserved and contained and on the lessees part to be paid 
observed and performed and then and in that case the commencement and duration of 
the term hereby granted shall be computed and the rents rendered and reservations 
herein before reserved or made payable and the covenants conditions and agreements 
hereinbefore contained shall be construed and take effect in the like manner as if the 
said William Nicholas Darnell had still continued Rector of the said Rectory until his 
death or until the death of the survivor of such of the persons referred to in the said 
indentures of lease as are now living which ever event shall first happen. In witness 
whereof to one part of these presents the said Ecclesiastical Commissioners have 
affixed their common seal and to the other part thereof the said Wentworth Blackett 
Beaumont hath set his hand and seal the day and year first above written. 
The Schedule 

The Office of Moorman otherwise Moor Master so far as such office relates to 
affects or concerns the lead mines, lead, lead ore and other premises comprised in this 
schedule. And also all and singular the lead mines, lead and lead ore as well opened 
as not opened gotten and to be gotten within such parts of the above mentioned two 
parishes of Stanhope and Wolsingham as are comprised within the limits and bounds 
hereinafter mentioned, that is to say beginning at the point where the lands now or late 
of Westonhope, Bollyhope and Middleton Common or wastes do meet and which 
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point is marked A on the plan drawn upon the back of the last skin of these presents 
and thence proceeding in a direct line to the meeting of the Grains Sykes or runners of 
water forming the head of Bollyhope Burn and so down the middle of the said Burn to 
the place where Fine Burn joins or flows into the said Bollyhope Burn thence up the 
middle of the said Fine Burn to the place where the said Burn approaches nearest to 
the Southwest corner of Allotment House Farm thence in a direct line to a point where 
the lands now or late of Wolsingham, Hamsterley and Lynsac Cum Softly Common or 
Wastes do meet and which point is marked C on the said plan and thence by the 
Southern Side Boundary first of the said Parish of Wolsingham and then of the said 
Parish of Stanhope to the aforesaid point marked A where the said Westonhope, 
Bollyhope and Middleton lands do meet and which said parts of the said two parishes 
of Stanhope and Wolsingham are coloured round with red on the said plan herein 
referred to (save and except only such parts of the amount enclosed lands adjoining 
the late Bollyhope Common as are of fisk socage tenure). 

And also all the full tithe or tenth of all the lead ore or ore to be digged won or 
gathered out of all or any of the lead mines comprised in this schedule together with 
the rights liberties powers and authorities expressed to be demised and granted by the 
above written lease so far as the same are to be exercised upon or within or otherwise 
affect the lands or grounds within or under which the said mines lead and lead ore 
comprised in this schedule do be. 


N 


Westenhope 
Common, 
A 


W olsingham Common 


Middleton Common 


Hamsterley Common 
~ 


Sealed by the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for England in the presence of 
Charles Joseph Ellis 
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Appendix 2 


The Ecclesiastical Commission for England to W. B. Beaumont 27" 
July 1865 
Supplement the Lease of Lead Mines in the parishes of Stanhope & 
Wolsingham in the County of Durham (NRO 672/C34) 


This Indenture made the 27" day of July 1865 between the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners for England (who are herein after referred to by the expression “the 
said lessors” when the same is herein after used which expression comprises also their 
successors & assigns unless the sense or context excludes that construction) of the one 
part and Wentworth Blackett Beaumont of Bretton Hall in the County of Yorkshire 
Esquire (herein after referred to by the expression “the said lessee” when the same is 
herein after used which expression comprises also his executors, administrators & 
assigns unless the sense or context excludes that construction) of the other part. 
Whereas by an Indenture dated the 12° day of May 1859 and made between the said 
lessors on one part and the said lessee of the other part the said lessors demised certain 
lead mines and heriditaments in the County of Durham to the said lessee. 

And whereas it has been mutually agreed between the said persons parties hereto 
that such modifications of the said Indenture and such proven for the expenses of 
exploration shall be made as hereinafter mentioned. Now this Indenture witnesseth 
that in pursuance of the said agreement it is hereby granted agreed and declared 
between and by the said persons parties hereto in manner following that is to say. 

4. That the said Indenture shall henceforth be read and construed as if the clause 

contained in the 3 skin of the same indenture commencing with the words 
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“And rendering and delivering therefore unto the said lessors yearly during 
the said term hereby granted one full 9" part of all the lead ore to be from 
time to time produced and obtained by the said lessee from the mines hereby 
demised” and ending with the words “‘as soon as reasonably may be after the 
preventing cause shall cease or be removed” had been in the words or to the 
effect following that is to say “And rendering and delivering therefore unto 
the said lessors during the said term hereby granted one full 9" part of such a 
quantity of lead ore not exceeding 20,000 bings in each or any year shall from 
time to time be produced and obtained by the said lessee from the mines 
hereby demised clean and well washed and without deduction of any manner 
of charges for the winning getting and washing of the same or any other 
charges whatsoever it being hereby agreed that all lead ore the produce of the 
mines hereby demised shall up to the aforesaid quantity immediately upon the 
same being worked become liable to the said render of one 9" part thereof but 
the same one 9" part shall not be actually deliverable until the said ore shall 
have been brought to the surface and washed and it being hereby further 
agreed by the said lessee that all lead ore worked from the said mines hereby 
demised shall be brought to the surface and washed within 12 calendar 
months after the same shall be so worked unless the doing thereof is 
prevented by fire storm inundation want of water confederacy or strike of 
workmen or other inevitable accident and in every such excepted case as soon 
as reasonably may be after the preventing cause shall cease or be removed.” 

And as if the same had been followed by a clause in the words or to the effect 
following that is to say. 

“And also yielding and paying unto the said lessors the sum of 10s 6d for or in 
respect of every bing of lead ore over and above the said quantity of 20,000 bings 
which in any year of the said term hereby granted shall be produced and obtained by 
the said lessee from the mines hereby demised it being hereby agreed that all lead ore 
over and above the said quantity of 20,000 bings shall immediately upon the same 
being worked become liable to the said rent of 10s 6d per bing but that the same rent 
shall not be actually payable until the said ore shall have been brought to the surface 
and washed. And it being hereby further agreed by the said lessee that all lead ore 
worked from the said mines hereby demised shall be brought to the surface and 
washed within 12 calendar months after the same shall be so worked unless the doing 
thereof is prevented by fire storm inundation want of water confederacy or strike of 
workmen or other inevitable accident and in every such excepted case as soon as 
reasonably may be after the preventing cause shall cease or be removed.” 

And as if the covenant contained in the 3 skin of the said Indenture in the 
words following that is to say. 

“That the said lessee or his agents or workmen will from time to time during the 
said term hereby granted render and deliver unto the said lessors or their agents or 
servants one full 9 part of all the lead ore to be from time to time produced and 
obtained by the said lessee from the said mines hereby demised in manner aforesaid 
according to the true intent of the reservation or provision in that behalf hereinbefore 
contained” had been in the words or to the effect following that is to say. 

“That the said lessee or his agents or workmen will from time to time during the 
said term hereby granted render and deliver unto the said lessors or their agents or 
servants such lead ore to be from time to time produced and obtained by the said 
lessee from the said mines and also such money rent as are respectively by the said 
lease as altered by this present agreement expressed to be reserved at the times and in 
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the manner aforesaid according to the true intent of the reservation or provision in that 
behalf in the said lease and these presents contained” 

And as if in the proviso contained in the 4" skin of the said Indenture 
commencing with the words “Provided also and it is hereby declared that if the said 
rents hereby reserved or any of them or any part thereof respectively shall be behind 
and unpaid for 30 days” and ending with the words “rendering the overplus if any unto 
the said lessee” the words following that is to say. 

Their said one 9" part of’ had been omitted and so that the proviso for re-entry 
contained in the said lease in as of the non-payment of the rents or any of them or any 
part thereof and all other the covenants conditions and agreements contained in the 
said lease shall be read and construed with and subject to such alterations conditions 
or modifications (mulatis mutandis) as shall be requisite in order to give effect to the 
alterations herein before expressed. 

5. That at the end of each and every year of the remainder of the term granted by 
the said indenture of lease in which on the average of that and the four 
preceding years the yearly sum or value of the rents under the same Indenture 
shall have exceeded the amounts herein specified the following allowances 
out of each excess shall be made by the lessors to the said lessee for the 
expenses incurred by him in exploration during the same year that is to say 
when the said yearly sum or value shall have exceeded £5000 then within the 
limits of £2500 the amount of such excess shall be allowed to the said lessee 
for exploration in the same year. And if the said yearly sum or value shall 
have exceeded a further second sum of £5000 (exclusive of and in addition to 
the aforesaid allowance of £2500) then within the limit of another or second 
sum of £2500 the amount of such further or second excess shall be allowed to 
the said lessee for exploration in the same year all which aforesaid exploration 
shall be properly conducted by the said lessee according in every respect to 
the best of his judgement and discretion and in such parts of the said demised 
premises as he shall think proper. 

6. That at the end of each and every year of the remainder of the said term 
granted by the said Indenture of lease in which the average of that and the 
four preceding years the yearly sum or value of the rents under the same 
Indenture shall have exceeded £15000 (exclusive of and in addition to two 
aforesaid allowances of £2500 and £2500) then within the limits of a further 
or third sum of £2500 the amount of such excess shall be allowed to the said 
lessee for exploration to be made in the then next following year of the said 
term or in the year after that following year so always that as to the last 
mentioned or third allowance the said lessee shall provide out of his own 
moneys a corresponding sum to be spent in exploration which said last 
mentioned sums that is to say a third allowance within the limits of £2500 to 
be made by the said lessors and an equal sum to be provided by the said lessee 
shall be spent by the said lessee in such exploration as the said lessors and the 
lessee shall from time to time mutually agree upon and if they do not agree 
then as shall be determined by an arbitrator to be appointed by the said lessors 
and the lessee or if they do not concur in an appointment then by an arbitrator 
experienced in lead mining to be appointed by a judge of one of Her Majesty’ 
superior Courts. 

7. Provided always that if in any year of the said term the sum expended in 
exploration shall be less than the sums provided for in the 2" and 3" clauses 
the said lessee may require the deficiency to be expended and allowance made 
require the deficiency to be expended and allowances made as aforesaid in 
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any subsequent year or years not later than 5 years from the expiration of the 
year in which the deficiency of expenditure shall occur and if any year the 
sum expended shall exceed the sums provided for as aforesaid the said lessee 
shall be entitled to have credit for the excess as if it were an expenditure made 
in any subsequent year or years not later than 5 years from the expiration of 
the year in which such excess of expenditure shall occur. 

8. That the said lessee shall as soon as conveniently may be after the 30" day of 
June in each year of the said term furnish to the said lessors an account in 
writing of all monies expended by him in such exploration as aforesaid and 
produce and all proper vouchers for the same and the provisions contained in 
the said Indenture of lease with respect to the keeping and inspection and 
taking copies of plans shall extend to plans of such exploration. 

9. That for the purposes of the 2" and 3" clauses the term “rents” shall be 
considered as extending to and including not only the value and amount of 
lead ore and money payments to be delivered and made to the said lessors in 
respect of all the singular premises demised by the said Indenture of lease but 
also the value or amount of the tithes to the therein named Perpetual Curate 
and for the purposes of these presents a bing of lead ore shall be considered as 
consisting and weighing 8 cwt and each year of the said term shall be 
considered as ending on the 30" day of June and the term exploration shall be 
taken and understood in contradistinction to and to the exclusion of ordinary 
dead work in raising ore. 

10. That inasmuch as further exploration may hereafter appear desirable the said 
lessors and the said lessee hereby declare that nothing herein contained shall 
preclude them from concerting together from time to time with a view to 
making such further exploration at the joint expense of the said lessors and the 
said lessee as may appear to them desirable. Provided always that this 
declaration shall not be construed as having any effect at law or in equity on 
the properties hereto it being merely their desire to preserve hereby a record 
of the views and intentions which they both now entertain. 

11. That these presents shall be read and construed and take effect as if the same 
bore date and had been executed on the 30" day of June 1864. 

12. That these presents shall not either prejudice or benefit the Governor & Co. 
for smelting down lead with pit coal and sea coal to whom the said lessee has 
assigned that part of the said demised premises which is referred to in the said 
Indenture of lease as the Bollyhope Tract. 


In witness whereof the said Ecclesiastical Commissioners have caused their 
common seal to be hereunto affixed and the said Wentworth Blackett Beaumont hath 


hereunto set his hand and seal this day and year first above written. 


Sealed by the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for England in the presence of 
Charles Joseph Ellis 


Signed and sealed and delivered by the within named Wentworth Blackett 
Beaumont in the presence of 
James Simpson Greenwood 


Appendix 3 
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The Ecclesiastical Commission for England to W. B. Beaumont 21* 
February 1867 
Further Supplement the Lease of Lead Mines in the parishes of 
Stanhope & Wolsingham in the County of Durham (NRO 672/C34) 


This Indenture made the 21‘ day of February 1867 between the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners for England (who are herein after referred to by the expression “the 
said lessors” when the same is herein after used which expression comprises also their 
successors & assigns unless the sense or context excludes that construction) of the one 
part and Wentworth Blackett Beaumont of Bretton Hall in the County of Yorkshire 
Esquire (herein after referred to by the expression “the said lessee” when the same is 
herein after used which expression comprises also his executors, administrators & 
assigns unless the sense or context excludes that construction) of the other part. 
Whereas by an Indenture dated the 12 day of May 1859 and made between the said 
lessors on one part and the said lessee of the other part the said lessors demised certain 
lead mines and heriditaments in the County of Durham to the said lessee. And 
whereas by an Indenture dated the 27" day of July 1865 and made between the said 
lessors of the one part and the said lessee of the other part (amongst other things) 
certain provisions were made for the expenses of exploration of the demised premises. 
And the said lessors and the said lessee declared that an as much as further exploration 
might hereinafter appear desirable nothing therein contained should preclude them 
from concerting together from time to time for that object at their joint expense. And 
whereas in pursuance of the provision lastly hereinbefore referred to it has been agreed 
that such further provision for the expense of exploration as hereinbefore mentioned 
should be made. 

Now this Indenture witnesseth and is hereby agreed and declared between and by 
the said persons parties hereto in manner following that is to say that for 30 years 
henceforth where in any year the yearly sum or value of the rents under the said 
Indenture of lease actually paid to and received by the said lessors shall have exceeded 
£10000 exclusive of the sums amounting to £5000 a year which by the said deed are 
agreed to be allowed to the said lessee by exploration and of every other deduction 
whatever (if any) (except property tax) there shall be allowed by the said lessors to the 
said lessee in the next succeeding year the amount of such excess within the limit of 
£2000 for expenses so incurred by him in exploration to be made in such next 
succeeding year so always that the said lessee shall in the same year expend or shall in 
the preceding year or years of the said term of 30 years (not exceeding an any case 5 
years) have expended in exploration out of his own moneys an amount equal to such 
excess over and beyond any expenditure in respect of which a claim for allowance 
might be made under the said Indenture of the 27" day of July 1865 or this Indenture. 

And further that the amount to be allowed in further exploration in any year as 
aforesaid shall be expended to the best of the said lessees judgement and discretion in 
such district or districts as the said lessors may direct. Provide always that no such 
direction shall be made by the said lessors to the prejudice of any exploration already 
in progress nor so as to compel the said lessee against his consent to expend in the 
Eastern District more than one half of the sum to be allowed him under these presents 
by the said lessors and for the purpose of this Indenture Weardale shall be divided into 
three districts that is to say the North Western District which shall comprise all the 
said lessors territory within the Rookhope Burn the River Wear and Kilhope Burn, the 
South Western District which shall comprise all the said lessors territory within 
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Kilhope Burn the River Tees and Westernhope Burn and the Eastern District which 
shall comprise all the remainder of the said lessors territory within the Parishes of 
Stanhope and Wolsingham. And it is hereby further agreed that for five years 
henceforth and until and whenever and so often as from time to time after the 
expiration of such five years no such direction as aforesaid shall have been made by 
the said lessors one half of the sum to be allowed to the said lessee under these 
presents by the said lessors shall be expended by him in the Eastern District and one 
quarter thereof in the North Western District and the remaining quarter thereof in the 
South Western District. 

And it is hereby further agreed and declared that nothing herein contained shall be 
construed in prejudice of the said Indenture of the 27" day of July 1865 and that such 
provisions of that Indenture as are not inconsistent with the provisions hereinbefore 
contained shall extend and be applicable to these presents. 


In witness whereof the said Ecclesiastical Commissioners have hereunto fixed 


their common seal and the said Wentworth Blackett Beaumont hath hereunto set his 
hand and seal this day and year first above written. 
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Appendix 4 


The Ecclesiastical Commission for England to W. B. Beaumont 31* 
July 1868 
Third Supplement the Lease of Lead Mines in the parishes of 
Stanhope & Wolsingham in the County of Durham (NRO 672/C34) 


This Indenture made the 31% day of July 1868 between the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners for England (who are herein after referred to by the expression “the 
said lessors” when the same is herein after used which expression comprises also their 
successors & assigns unless the sense or context excludes that construction) of the one 
part and Wentworth Blackett Beaumont of Bretton Hall in the County of Yorkshire 
Esquire (herein after referred to by the expression “the said lessee” when the same is 
herein after used which expression comprises also his executors, administrators & 
assigns unless the sense or context excludes that construction) of the other part. 
Whereas by an Indenture dated the 12 day of May 1859 and made between the said 
lessors on one part and the said lessee of the other part the said lessors demised to the 
said lessee certain lead mines and heriditaments in Weardale in the County of Durham 
and the tithe of the lead ore to be gotten out of the same lead mines. And whereas by 
Supplemental Indenture dated the 27" day of July 1865 and made between the said 
lessors of the one part and the said lessee of the other part certain modifications were 
made in the rents reserved by the said lease and certain provisions were made for the 
expenses of exploration of the demised premises. And the said lessors declared that an 
as much as further exploration might hereinafter appear desirable nothing therein 
contained should preclude them from concerting together from time to time for that 
object at their joint expense. And whereas by a second Supplemental Indenture dated 
the 21% day of February 1867 and made between the said lessor of the one part and the 
said lessee of the other part further provisions were made for the expenses of 
exploration of the demised premises and for the purposes of the now reciting Indenture 
Weardale was divided into 3 districts therein mentioned and defined. And whereas the 
said lessors have by purchase of freehold lands or otherwise acquired various Lead 
mines in the parishes of Stanhope and Wolsingham in the said County other than the 
lead mines comprised in the said lease and they may hereafter acquire additional lead 
mines in those parishes. And whereas it has been agreed between the said lessors and 
the said lessee that the said lease as modified by the 2"4 Supplemental Indentures shall 
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be extended to the lead mines already acquired and hereafter to be acquired by the said 
lessors and being within the parishes of Stanhope and Wolsingham (except as 
hereinafter excepted). And also that a further provision shall be made for the expenses 
of exploration as is hereinafter contained. Now this Indenture witnesseth that in 
pursuance of the said agreement and consideration of the premises the said lessors 
hereby grant and agree to and with the said lessee and the said lessee hereby agrees 
with the said lessors in manner following that is to say. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


The said lease and every right liberty power authority clause matter and thing 
therein contained as modified by the said 24 Supplemental Indentures and by 
these presents shall as from the 30 day of June 1868 be read and construed 
and take effect in all respects as if the same lease as modified by the 1‘ and 
24 Supplemental Indentures had comprised and the rents payable thereunder 
had been reserved in respect of not only the lead mines lead and lead ore or 
ure and tithe therein mentioned but also all other the lead mines lead and lead 
ore or ore as was opened or unopened within the said parishes of Stanhope 
and Wolsingham which belong or appertain to the said lessors (save and 
except any lead mines lead and lead ore or ore now under lease or agreement 
to Trevor Chickeley Plowden and Edward Baker Bere Esquires and subject as 
to any other lead mines lead or lead ore or ore now in lease to the subsisting 
leases thereof) and also the full tithe or tenth (if any) of all lead ore or ure to 
be digged won or gotten out of the same lead mines (except and subject as 
aforesaid). 

From time to time hereafter as and when during the continuance of the said 
lease the said lessors shall acquire any additional lead mines lead or lead or 
ure opened or unopened within the said parishes of Stanhope and Wolsingham 
or either of them the said lease as modified as aforesaid and every right liberty 
power authority clause matter and thing therein and in the Supplemental 
Indentures contained shall be read and construed and take effect in all respects 
from the time or respective times of such acquisition as if the same lease had 
comprised not only the lead mines and lead ore or ure and tithe mentioned in 
the paragraph hereinbefore contained numbered | but also all the lead mines 
lead and lead ore or ure to be digged won or gotten out of the lead mines so to 
be acquired and such deed or deeds shall be executed at the request of either 
party and at the expense of the said lessee as shall be necessary for giving full 
effect to this provision. Provided always that this clause shall not be deemed 
or taken to include any lands or mines within the Park and Forest of Weardale 
adjoining the said mines in lease to Trevor Chickeley Plowden and Edward 
Baker Bere which may hereafter be acquired by the said Commissioners from 
the Dean and Chapter of Durham and granted to the said Trevor Chickeley 
Plowden and Edward Baker Bere their executors administrators or assigns so 
long as any such lands or mines remain in the possession of the said Trevor 
Chickeley Plowden and Edward Baker Bere their executors administrators or 
assigns. 

When and so often as in any year of the now residue of the term of 63 years 
granted by the said lease the yearly sum or value of the rents under the said 
lease actually paid to and received by the said lessors shall have exceeded 
£10000 (exclusive of the 2 first mentioned sums of £2500 and £2500 a year 
which by the said first Supplemental Indenture are agreed in that event to be 
allowed for exploration and exclusive also during its continuance of the sum 
of £2000 a year by which the 2™ Supplemental Indenture agreed to be 
allowed for exploration during 30 years and of every other deduction (if any 
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except property tax) there shall be allowed by the said lessors to the said 
lessee in the next succeeding year the amount of such excess within the limit 
of £1500 for expenses to be incurred by the said lessee in exploration so 
always that the said lessee shall in the same year in which the allowance of 
£1500, within the limits of the excess shall accrue to him expend or shall 
within the preceding year or years of the said term of 63 years 9not exceeding 
in any case 5 years0 have expended in exploration out of his own moneys an 
amount equal to such last mentioned allowance over and beyond any 
expenditure in respect of which allowance shall then have been made to him 
or for which a claim for allowance might be made under either of the said 
Supplemental indentures or this indenture. It being the intention of the said 
parties to these presents that the said Wentworth Blackett Beaumont shall in 
any year become entitled to the 3" allowance of £2500 agreed to be paid by 
the 1*t Supplemental indenture until the said Ecclesiastical Commissioners 
shall on the average of that and the four preceding years have received the 
sum of £1500 exclusive of the sums of £2500, £2500, £2000 and £1500 
(amounting together to the sum of £8500) or so much of the said sums 
respectively as within the same period shall have been allowed under the 
arrangements contained in the first the 2™ and this present Supplemental 
Indenture. 

16. The amount to be allowed under these presents by the said lessors for 
exploration shall be divided among and expended in 3 equal portions in the 3 
districts in the 2"? Supplemental Indenture termed respectively the North 
Western District the South Western District and the Eastern District. 

17. The explorations the expenses of which are provided for by these presents 
shall be properly conducted by the said lessee according in every respect to 
the best of his judgement and discretion. 

18. These presents shall not either prejudice or benefit the Governor and 
Company for Smelting Down Lead with Pit Coal and Sea Coal to whom the 
said Wentworth Blackett Beaumont has assigned that part of the said demised 
premises which is referred to in the said Indenture of lease as the said 
Bollyhope Tract. 

19. Nothing herein contained shall be construed in prejudice of either of the said 
Supplemental Indentures and such of the provisions of the said 1* 
Supplemental Indenture as are not inconsistent with the provisions 
hereinbefore contained shall extend and be applicable mutatis mutandis to 
these present. 


In witness whereof the said Ecclesiastical Commissioners for England have hereunto 


affixed their common seal and the said Wentworth Blackett Beaumont has set his hand 
and seal the day and year first above written. 
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Appendix 5 


Indenture between the Ecclesiastical Commission and the 
Governor & Company dated 24th February 1869 for The 
Bollyhope tract.*! 


A Royalty of 1/9th ore and payment of £200 a proportional part of the yearly 
rent of £4800 payable by W.B Beaumont has been the arrangement 
according to the Indenture of the 12th May 1859. 

This new Indenture coming into effect due to the death of William Nicholas 
Darnell Rector of Stanhope on the 19th June 1865. 
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Because the Bollyhope tract had not been fully explored the new Indenture 
was designed to encourage the Governor and Company to do so under the 
following arrangements. 

The Governor & Company to employ at least 100 pickmen for one whole 
year from the 30th June. 

And for each sum of £600 the Governor & Company were to pay to the 
Ecclesiastical Commission in respect of the sum of £200 rent and the value 
of the Royalty/Render of 1/9th ore £100 was to be deducted. 

Also the Governor & Company were granted the lease of any Copper mines 
rendering 1/15th of the Copper to the Ecclesiastical Commission. 


Appendix 6 


Indenture between the Ecclesiastical Commission and the 
Governor & Company dated 31st December 1867 for 
Stanhope Burn Smelting Mill. 

This Entitled the Company to get peat from Stanhope Common for use as 
fuel at the Mill (the mill recently having been purchased from Cuthbert 

Rippon by the Ecclesiastical Commissioners.) 

The lease was for 21 years from the 23rd November 1866. The yearly rent 
of £125 for the Ist year, 23rd November 1866 to 23rd November 1867 and 
the yearly rent of £175 thereon to be paid half yearly on the 13th May and 
23rd November. 


Appendix 7 
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Statement showing amount of Mr Beaumont's expenditure on 
exploration and amount of exploration allowance made by the 


Year 
1865 
1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 
1873 
1874 
1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 


TOTALS 


£ s 
10163 
12165 
10509 11 
10871 10 
12252 0 
12265 12 
12299 14 
12080 3 
12984 14 
12758 11 
12036 12 
10902 18 

9322 5 

8690 15 

1733 9 


161036 11 


Ecclesiastical Commissioners.*” 


Expenditure 
Under 1865 Deed 
d £ 
8 5000 
10 5000 
3 5000 
0 5000 
7 5000 
6 5000 
10 5000 
6 5000 
1 5000 
9 5000 
3 5000 
11 5000 
10 5000 
0 5000 
8 5000 
8 7500 
£161,036 


Deficiency £55,653 


11 


12 


8 


£105,382 19 6 


2 


£ 


2000 
2000 
3500 
3500 
3500 
1515 
1499 

719 
3477 
3500 
3500 
1671 


30382 


Allowances 
Under 1867 & 1868 Deeds 


Ss 


19 


d 


11 
11 


Total 


£ 
5000 
5000 
7000 
7000 
8500 
8500 
8500 
6515 
6499 
5719 
8477 
8500 
8500 
6671 
5000 


105382 


s d 


19 6 


' Lead Mining in County Durham. Professor Henry Louis. Pg 348-353 in Victoria History of County 
Durham Vol. 2. Edited by W. Page 1968. Weardale mines R. A Fairburn British Mining No. 56 
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? Lead Mining in County Durham. Professor Henry Louis. Pg 348-353 in Victoria History of County 
Durham Vol. 2. Edited by W. Page 1968. 
3 The History and Antiquities of the County and Palatine of Durham Vol. 1. William Fordyce.1857 


4 Thid. 
> Tid. 
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6 London Gazette 22" April 1856. Reported in the Times of 23" April 1856. 

7 Letter dated 22™4 January 1879. Northumberland Record Office NRO 672/C31. 
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'3 Letter dated 14" July 1879. Northumberland Record Office NRO 672/C31. 

4 Letter dated 24" July 1879. Northumberland Record Office NRO 672/C31. 

'S Letter dated 19" July 1880. Northumberland Record Office NRO 672/C33. 

'6 Letter dated 30" July 1880. Northumberland Record Office NRO 672/C31. 

'7 Hexham Herald 7" January 1882. 

'8 Thid. 
'? Letter dated 11" January 1882. Northumberland Record Office NRO 672/C31 
0 Letter dated 13 January 1882. Northumberland Record Office NRO 672/C31 
21 Hexham Herald 14" January 1882. 

2 Letter dated 16" January 1882. Northumberland Record Office NRO 672/C31. 
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4 Hexham Herald 25" February 1882. 

25 Ibid. 

6 Hexham Herald 10" June 1882. 

27 Northumberland Record Office NRO 672/C48 
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31 Northumberland Record Office NRO 672/C31. 

3? Northumberland Record Office NRO 672/C34. 


56 


